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Swimming Pools & Hot Tubs
10801 Town Square Drive NE, Blaine MN 55449
Building Inspections Department
phone: 763-785-6170 | fax: 763-785-6111 | BlaineMN.gov
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IT IS THE HOMEOWNER’S RESPONSIBILITY TO VERIFY SPECIFIC ZONING REQUIREMENTS OR NEIGHBORHOOD
COVENANTS, WHICH COULD IMPACT THEIR PROPOSED PROJECT.

The requirements of this handout refer to Article IX - Swimming Pools — in the Blaine Code of Ordinances

Private swimming pool: Any swimming pool, located on private residential property under the control of the
property owner, the use of which is limited to swimming or bathing by members of such owner’s family,
tenants, or their invited guests.

Swimming pool: Any structure, chamber, or tank containing an artificial body of water for swimming, diving,
relaxation, or recreational use. Hot tubs, spas, and Inflatable pools are considered pools.

Supervision: Every swimming pool shall be under the supervision of a capable individual who shall assume
the responsibility for compliance with all parts of this article relating to pool operation, maintenance, and safety
of the occupants of the pool.

IMP T: FORALL POOL T TUBS., PLEASE VISIT POOLSAFETY.

Building Permit Required
> A building permit is required for the installation of any swimming pool except private residential
prefabricated pools entirely above ground which do not exceed both 5,000 gallons and 24” in depth
(to determine gallons, search “pool gallon calculator” online). This permit will include the required
barrier/fencing.

Plans
> Plans and sectional views with all necessary dimensions and details of the pool, barrier, and
surrounding areas shall be submitted which includes:
1. Type, size, and gallon capacity of the pool.
2. Site Plan indicating the following:
a. location of pool details (see Location section)
b. barrier/fencing & gate details (see Barrier/Fencing & Gate section)
c. pool deck surround & adjacent patio/apron details (see Location section)
d. location of filter/pump/heater, and back-flush & drainage outlet
e. house, garage, & other buildings
f. other improvements such as landscaping & finished elevations
g. location of existing overhead or underground wiring, utility easements
h. grading plan with finished elevations
3. An engineer’s soils report, to verify the soils can support the manufacturer's design, is
required for in-ground pools & and pools with designed footings.
Fees

$61 — Above Ground Pools (includes the inspection of required barrier/fencing)

$101 — In-Ground Pools (includes the inspection of required barrier/fencing)
After plan review and possible site inspections of any proposed swimming pool, a permit fee shall be paid for
prior to issuance of the building permit and any work starting.
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Pools shall not be located within ten feet of any side or any rear lot line, nor within six feet of any
principal structure or frost footing, unless part of the principal structure. Pools shall not be located within
the required front yard, but are permitted in the corner side yard provided the pool meets the required
corner side yard setback for that zoning district.

All pool deck surrounds, adjacent patio/aprons, or similar areas or other similar areas used in
conjunction with the swimming pool, shall be located not closer than ten (10) feet to any adjacent
property owner’s lot line.

The filter unit, pump, heating unit, and other noise-making mechanical equipment shall be located no
closer than ten (10) feet to any lot line, and located in the rear yard.

The location of all pools in relation to all electrical wiring shall comply with the current addition of the
National Electric Code.

Pools shall not be located within any private or public utility, walkway, drainage, or other easement.

Restrictions in all districts in which pools and fences are permitted - refer to the resolution and/or zoning
ordinance of the proposed site, for detailed requirements.

Barriers/Fences - No person owning or operating an outdoor swimming pool, that requires a permit, shall
use, operate, or allow the use of such swimming pool unless such pool complies with the provisions of this
section. The required safety fencing shall be completely installed with installation of the pool.
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Ali private residential outdoor swimming pools and pool barriers, existing (subject to any variance
heretofore granted by the council), modified, and hereafter constructed, shall meet the requirements of
these standards. Exceptions: Existing pools and equipment that complied with the City of Blaine
requirements at the time they were constructed permitted or approved by the City of Blaine.

Barrier/Fencing and post materials shall be of substantial construction, decay or corrosion resistant,
and capable of resisting a 200 pound lateral load applied in any direction at any point along the top. All
fence posts shall be set in concrete bases or other suitable protection. Alternative barrier construction
materials, climbing protection, and design must be approved by the building official.

All private residential outdoor swimming pools shall be made inaccessible when not in use by a non-
climbable barrier. It must also be positioned far enough away from permanent structures so that they
do not provide climbing assistance. Exceptions: 1. Spas and hot tubs with a lockable safety cover that
complies with ASTM F 1346-91.

Installed pool barriers should be at least 48 inches high from finished ground level, as measured along
the outside of the barrier, and should have no more than a 2 inch gap from the bottom of the barrier to
the ground. Such height shall exist around the entire perimeter for a distance of 3 feet where measured
horizontally from the required barrier. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4 inch
diameter sphere.

A pool structure wall, itself, can serve as a barrier if the wall is at least four feet above grade. If a
barrier is mounted to the top of the pool structure, the barrier must be installed in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier.

¢ Note: There are products available that would help you meet this requirement without having to
build a fence. Search for “Pool Entry System” online. These “systems” must have a gate and a
barrier that meet all of the requirements listed in this handout.

Pedestrian Access Gates must be self-closing and must have a self- latching device and shall be
equipped to accommodate a locking device. Utility/Service Gates that are not meant for pedestrian
use must have a self- latching device and shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. Double
or Multiple Gates shall have at least one leaf secured in place and the adjacent leaf shall be secured
with a self-latching device and shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. Where the release
mechanism of the self-latching device is located less than 54 inches from the bottom of the gate, the
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release mechanism shall be located on the poolside of the gate at least three inches below the top of
the gate, and the gate and barrier shall not have openings greater than %z inch within 18 inches of the
release mechanism.

Chain link dimensions. The maximum opening formed by a chain link fence shall be not more than 2-
inches.

When fences are comprised of diagonal members, the maximum opening formed by the diagonal
members shall not be more than 1-3/4 inches. The angle of the diagonal members shall not be greater
than 45 degrees from the vertical.

The pool side of the barrier shall not be less than 20 inches from the water’'s edge.
Structures can serve as a barrier as approved by the Building Official.

Solid barriers that do not have openings shall not contain indentations or protrusions that form
handholds and footholds, except for normal tolerances and tooled masonry joints.

Protection of Other Property and Occupants Thereof

>

In the case of underground pools, due precautions shall be taken during the construction period to:

v Avoid damage, hazards, or inconvenience to adjacent or nearby property.

v Assure that proper care shall be taken in stockpiling excavated material to avoid erosion,
dust, or other infringement on adjacent property.

All access for construction shall be via the owner’s land and due care shall be taken to avoid

damage to public streets and adjacent private or public property.

Back-flush or discharge water or water from pool drainage shall be on the owner’s property and

may NOT be discharged directly to a gutter or storm sewer. This discharge must be allowed to flow

over a vegetated area to allow filtering of pollutants, evaporation of chemicals, and infiltration of

water consistent with the stormwater requirements of the City of Blaine. Water shall not drain onto

adjacent or nearby private land.

Lighting for the pool shall be directed into or onto the pool and not onto adjacent property and shall

measure no more than one foot candle power at any point on the boundary line of any adjacent

property owner.

Nuisances such as undue noise, lighting onto adjacent property, health and safety hazards,

damage to nearby vegetation and the like, shall not be permitted.

Additional Inspections & Enforcement

The Building Official is authorized to conduct such inspection as it deems necessary to insure compliance with
all provisions of this article, and shall have the right of entry at any reasonable hour to a swimming pool for this
purpose. All wiring, installation of heating units, grading, and installation of pipes and all other installations and
construction shall be subject to inspection.
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Drowning is Preventable!
Tips for Safety In and Around Water

Water safety awareness is something everyone should be concerned about all year long. It takes only
inches of water for a small child to drown so taking extra safety steps at home and around pools, spas
and all bodies of water can prevent drowning incidents.

Some facts about young children and drowning:

= The majority of deaths and injuries in pools and spas involve children ages 1-2 and occur in
residential settings.

= Drowning is the leading cause of unintentional death to children ages 1-4

= Drownings occur when there is a short lapse in adult supervision

w Little children drown quickly and silently

CPSC’s Pool Safely: Simple Steps Save Lives campaign recommends adopting and practicing as many
water safety steps as possible. The following safety tips can help to keep children safe.

Rule # 1: Never leave a child unattended around a pool, spa, bath tub or any body of water

At pools, spas and other recreational waters:

= Teach children basic water safety skills.

Learn how to swim and ensure your children know how to swim as well.

Avoid entrapment by keeping children away from pool drains, pipes and other openings.
Have a phone close by at all times when visiting a pool or spa.

If a child is missing, look for them in the pool or spa first, including neighbors’ pools or spas.
Share safety instructions with family, friends, babysitters and neighbors.
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If you have a pool:

= Install a 4-foot fence around the perimeter of the pool and spa, including portable pools.

= Use self-closing and self-latching gates; ask neighbors to do the same if they have pools or spas.

= If your house serves as the fourth side of a fence around a pool, install and use a door or pool alarm.

= Maintain pool and spa covers in good working order.

= Ensure any pool or spa you use has compliant drain covers; ask if you do not know.

= Have life saving equipment such as life rings, floats or a reaching pole available and easily
accessible

At home:

= Always keep a young child within arm's reach in a bathtub. If you must leave, take the child with you.

= Don't leave a baby or young child in a bathtub under the care of another young child.

= Never leave a bucket or basin containing even a small amount of liquid unattended. Always empty
and store buckets where young children cannot reach them.

= Consider placing locks on toilet seat covers in case a young child wanders into the bathroom.

Visit www.PoolSafely.gov for more information. See CPSC'’s latest submersion reports: Submersions
Related to Non-pool and Non-spa Products, 2011 and Pool and Spa Submersion Report, 2011.




