Daniel R. Savaloja
10762 Coral Sea St. NE

Blaine, MN 55449
(763) 786-1323
dsavaloja@yahoo.com
November 30, 2020
Hon. Mayor Tom Ryan Councilmember, Jess Robertson
Mayor Councilmember Ward 2
tryan@blainemn.gov jrobertson@blainemn.gov

Councilmember, Julie Jeppson
Councilmember Ward 2
jieppson(@blainemn.gov

Councilmember, Wes Hovland
City of Blaine — Councilmember Ward 1

whovland@blainemn.gov

Councilmember, Andrew Garvais

Councilmember Ward 3
City of Blaine — Councilmember Ward 1 agarvais@blainemn.gov

Councilmember, Dick Swanson

dswanson@blainemn.gov

Councilmember, Richard Paul
Councilmember Ward 3
rpaul@blainemn.gov

Re: Sanctuary Development — Blaine, Minnesota
Accessory Building Ordinance
Res: 20-169

Dear Mayor Ryan and Esteemed Councilmembers:

I and my wife live in the Sanctuary Development in Blaine and I am writing to you
in response to the November 16, 2020 hearing and public comments regarding the
above matter.

First and foremost, the “survey/vote” that was conducted by those parties wishing
to change the current ordinance is flawed, not accurate and as was pointed out by
several members of the public and Council, is highly suspect both in terms of
method and results.
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I have requested from the City of Blaine a copy of the original submitted
survey/vote results. I then put the actual data supplied into a sortable format and
have attached a copy of both for your review. The findings are as follows:

- While the survey creators claim that no two homeowners were counted
more than once and that the “Yes” votes totaled 104, the actual data
shows something quite different. I have highlighted those homeowners
that were counted more than one time and the actual Yes vote tally is 96.

- In reviewing the “NO,” “NO RESPONSE,” or “ABSTAIN” votes, the
total is actually 88 no or no response votes. I spoke to several members
of my neighborhood that did not respond and their comments included
that they didn’t trust this type of vote or that they didn’t want to be at
odds with their neighbors so they just didn’t vote. All are opposed to the
ordinance change.

- Finally, I have created a five-page map of the Sanctuary and recorded the
response for each property. What is interesting is that there are 11
properties in the Sanctuary that didn’t get a response recorded in the
submitted results. I don’t know if this was an oversight or an attempt to
skew the results. Either way, this is another example of why the results of
this “survey” are suspect and do not reflect the entirety of our
neighborhood. When added to the NO or NO RESPONSE column, the
NO’s or NO REPONSES now total 99 homeowners. Clearly, the
majority that was portrayed by the original survey takers is not accurate
and the results cannot be relied upon.

- THE TRUE FINAL VOTE TALLY IS:
o NO/NO RESPONSE - 99
o YES-96
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During the November 16, 2020 hearing on this matter, Mayor Ryan pointed out
that it would be a hardship to have those who have already built sheds to have to
tear them down. With all due respect to the Mayor, violations of the law should not
be rewarded with concession. By way of example, if a football player gets called
for holding on a play that would have resulted in a touchdown, there are
consequences. The offending teammate cost his team a chance to win the game.
This is a hardship. Running a stoplight results in consequences and hardship to the
violator. These analogies are exactly the same as homeowners in the Sanctuary that
violated the ordinance by building unlawful sheds. That is exactly how our system
is supposed to work.

Councilmember Jeppson made the comment that since at least some of the
homeowners in question claim to have received permission from the “city” to build
their sheds that they should be allowed to stay.

Again, with all due respect to Councilmember Jeppson, for the homeowners to
claim that “someone” at the city gave them permission is offensive to the good
women and men who work at the City of Blaine. Essentially, what the homeowners
are doing is blaming some nameless city employee for their violations.

There have been complaints in the past about this issue in the Sanctuary and I find
it difficult to believe that a responsible city employee would simply tell someone to
“g0 ahead” without first checking the ordinance. Clearly the homeowner knew
there was a restriction on accessory buildings or why would they have allegedly
called to ask permission. To blame this on a city worker without providing any
further details is simply wrong. There are no names, dates, etc. to substantiate the
claims of receiving permission.

I have also questioned the size, construction, foundation and appearance of the
sheds, should they be allowed. Who will monitor the upkeep? The appearance?
The size and removal? Will a tin shed from a discount store be acceptable if it
matches the color of the house?
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Finally, while we do not live on a pond, the property lines do not even identify
where the ponds are. How much of a setback will there be if the property line is in
the middle of a pond? A comment was made that since all of the homeowners
living on a pond voted no that they would likely not build a shed anyway. This is
flawed reasoning. Homeowners move, change their minds, etc.

I wanted to respectfully point out these few issues prior to your final vote on this
matter in December. Clearly, the majority has not voted YES as has been
portrayed. This issue is very divisive for many neighbors and the best solution is to
leave the ordinance as is. All homeowners knew when they built or bought in the
Sanctuary that this ordinance existed and accessory buildings are not allowed.

We urge you to oppose any changes to the current R-1B ordinances for the
Sanctuary Development.

Thank you.

Daniel and Margaret Savaloja
10762 Coral Sea St. NE
Blaine

dsavaloja@yahoo.com
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