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From: Janine Wenholz <jjwenholz@comcast.net> 

Date: February 27, 2020 at 7:31:23 PM CST 

To: "Ryan, Tom" <TRyan@blainemn.gov>, "Hovland, Wes" <WHovland@blainemn.gov>, 

"Swanson, Dick" <dswanson@blainemn.gov>, "Robertson, Jess" <jrobertson@blainemn.gov>, 

"Jeppson, Julie" <jjeppson@blainemn.gov>, "Garvais, Andy" <agarvais@blainemn.gov>, "Paul, 

Richard" <rpaul@blainemn.gov>, "Haug, Rebecca" <rhaug@blainemn.gov>, "Johnson, Lori" 

<LJohnson@blainemn.gov> 

Subject: North Meadows Development Concerns 

 

Mr. Mayor and City Council Members and Staff: 

 

We are writing you to express our concerns about the new development on 109th, North 

Meadows.   

 

We have lived at 11061 Flanders Ct NE for the past 21 years.  We have loved having no houses 

behind us, and the luxury of experiencing the nature that openness has provided.  Along with our 

neighbors, we have always loved the rural feel of our neighborhood, which was one of the main 

reasons we moved to Blaine.  We will admit that at first we were apprehensive about the Blaine 

Wetland Sanctuary, especially the loss of the trees behind us and the privacy they 

provided.  However, when we walked through the north section, we realized the changes being 

made make way for a different kind of beauty, and look forward to that new vista.  Obviously, 

we don't need to tell you how much time, money and effort is being put into bringing the 

Wetland Sanctuary back to its native status.  We feel that such a high density project like the 

North Meadows development totally destroys the beauty that Blaine is trying to achieve.   

 

While we understand that change is inevitable, we question the appropriateness of this 

development for our area. When looking at the neighborhoods of North Oaks West, North Oaks 

East and our development of South Oaks, all have larger lots with custom built homes.  When 

the Sanctuary Preserve went in we felt really bad for our neighbors in North Oaks East, as they 

lost the openness they most likely moved here for.   And now North Meadows seems to be the 

packed-in, cookie cutter model that developers seem to favor these days.  We are all for a 

developer maximizing the profit of their land.  However, we also believe the City should always 

work to minimize the effects developments like this have on long-term Blaine residents, and in 

turn those residents' property values.   

 

With the loss of the trees removed as part of the Wetland Sanctuary project we, along with our 

neighbors, will be looking directly at the packed-in, single level villas of the North Meadows 

project, and all the light pollution the entire development will create.  Because of this we would 

have hoped that the Planning Commission would have requested some buffering between the 

North Meadows development and the surrounding existing neighborhoods. 

 

We are asking the City to work with the developer to try to take care of the neighborhood 

concerns.  Here are some possible solutions: 

 Take advantage of all the dirt they will be moving for the North Meadows 

development.  This dirt could be used to create a berm between the back of the North 
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Meadows development and the Wetland Sanctuary, with a few natural bushes and trees 

on top of the berm.  This would help to ease some of the issues that many of the 

neighbors have about the new development encroaching on them, and also protect the 

beauty of the wetland.   

 Plant a row of red oaks around the exterior of the development.  These trees hold their 

leaves all winter, which would help with the light pollution during the winter, and 

provide a buffer the rest of the year.  

 Plant trees close to the lot lines of the property owners affected by the North Meadows 

development.   

We did want to share that we been up to City Hall a few times to discuss our concerns, and also 

have spoken with our council members  We wanted to comment how informative and friendly 

everyone has been.  We hope you take seriously the concerns of the residents that will be 

affected by this latest development and come up with a solution.   

 

Thank you for your service to Blaine, and for your consideration of our concerns.   

 

John and Janine Wenholz 

11061 Flanders Court NE 

 

  



From: Ronald Hadsall <hadsa001@umn.edu>  
Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 1:52 PM 
To: Ryan, Tom <TRyan@blainemn.gov>; Hovland, Wes <WHovland@blainemn.gov>; Swanson, Dick 
<dswanson@blainemn.gov>; Robertson, Jess <jrobertson@blainemn.gov>; Jeppson, Julie 
<jjeppson@blainemn.gov>; Garvais, Andy <agarvais@blainemn.gov>; Paul, Richard 
<rpaul@blainemn.gov>; Haug, Rebecca <rhaug@blainemn.gov>; Johnson, Lori 
<LJohnson@blainemn.gov> 
Cc: jjwenholz@comcast.net; Jeannette <jahaggerty@comcast.net> 
Subject: North Meadows Development 

 

Mr. Mayor, City Council Members and Staff 

 

Jeannette and I have lived at 11011 Flanders Ct NE since 1996. We are writing in support of the 

recent Email (attached) you received from our neighbors John and Janine Wenhotz. We agree 

completely with the sentiment and concerns expressed by John and Janine, in particular the 

concerns raised in paragraphs one and two.  Our concerns are the same and we could be no 

clearer than those expressed. 

 

 

One of the primary reasons we selected this location 24 years ago was our desire to be close to 

nature and enjoy the peacefulness that nature provides.  Blaine's commitment to the Wetland 

Sanctuary, although at the cost of some tree loss, seemed to us as a net positive. We will again, 

this Spring look forward to listening to the mating calls of the few Sandhill Cranes that nest in 

the area behind our home.  We fear that housing density of the proposed development along the 

edge of the Sanctuary will not only impact the ruralness we all enjoy, but also migratory 

waterfowl nesting behaviors.  We have reviewed the documents submitted for review at the 

March 2nd council meeting.  As you all know the lots are very small (city lot size?), in the 

documents we reviewed we failed to see anything that addressed how such density might impact 

the Sanctuary wildlife.  Given the Council's commitment to nature preservation this seems to be 

an appropriate area of inquiry of the developers. 

 

We understand and support the development of buildable spaces in Blaine. Without some 

modification, some suggested in the Wenholz communication, we do question whether the North 

Meadows plan is appropriate directly adjacent to the Sanctuary. 

 

Thank you for your service to the community, and your thoughtful consideration of our concerns. 

 

Ron and Jeannette Hadsall 

11011 Flanders CT NE 

--  

Ronald S. Hadsall Ph.D., FAPhA 

Distinguished Emeritus Professor 

College of Pharmacy 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

Office: 612-624-2487 

Fax: 612-625-9931 
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