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REGULAR BLAINE TRAFFIC COMMISSION MEETING – 02/04/20

UNAPPROVED

CITY OF BLAINE

TRAFFIC COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

February 4, 2020
The Blaine Traffic Commission met in the City Hall Chambers on February 4, 2020.  Vice Chair Wold called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL – 2020 TRAFFIC COMMISSION

Members Present:
Vice Chair Wold; Commission Members: Chmielewski, Hill and Skarich
Members Absent:
Chair Haas and Commission Member Anderson
Staff Present:
City Engineer Dan Schluender, Sergeant Nate Hatanpa
Also Present:
City Council Liaison Drew Brown
******************************************************************************

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Item 3.1 – December 3, 2019 Traffic Commission Minutes

Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to approve the minutes of December 3, 2019, as submitted.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Skarich.  The motion passed 4-0.

OPEN FORUM FOR CITIZEN INPUT

There were no comments.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Motion by Commissioner Hill to adopt the February 4, 2020, Traffic Commission Meeting Agenda, as presented.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Chmielewski.  The motion passed 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMENTS
None.

NEW BUSINESS
8.1 – Review Intersection Control Evaluation for Ulysses Street and Paul Parkway
Mr. Schluender stated this intersection was discussed at the April 2, 2019 Traffic Commission meeting.  This intersection is nearing a need for a change in traffic control. With continued development within the city and the density of development along this corridor.  The intersection of Ulysses Street and Paul Parkway has seen several large changes over the past several years including an overpass at TH65, a newly constructed park-n-ride, and several new businesses on either end of Ulysses Street.  There are still several vacant parcels along this corridor that will develop in the future.  At the April 2 meeting, the Traffic Commission recommended that an Intersection Control Evaluation study of traffic control be prepared.  

Mr. Schluender reported the study evaluated multiple intersection control alternatives including the existing all-way stop, signalization, and a roundabout.  Based on the current and future traffic projections, the recommendation of the study was to construct a traffic signal utilizing the existing lane configurations on all the approach legs of the intersection.   
Vice Chair Wold asked what the recommendation of staff was.  Mr. Schluender reported staff was recommending the City Council place this project in the five year CIP the signalization of the intersection of Ulysses Street and Paul Parkway based on results of the Intersection Control Study.  
Commissioner Hill reviewed several grammatical changes within the cover letter.  He understood the intersection was currently operating at level A or B.  He stated on Table 7 he appreciated the fact the roundabout offered a better level of service than a traditional intersection.  He commented the roundabout was not dismissed within the report and therefore should be further considered. He explained in Figure 3 he recommended the southbound right turn lane geometry be investigated for this project.  Mr. Schluender noted he would make the grammatical changes to the cover letter.  He stated it would be difficult to fit a roundabout into the space available and this information can be added into the recommendation.  He reported the geometries for the turn signals can be further studied.

Motion by Commissioner Hill to recommend that the City Council place in the 5 year CIP the signalization of the intersection of Ulysses Street and Paul Parkway based on results of the Intersection Control Study as discussed. Motion seconded by Commissioner Chmielewski.  The motion passed 4-0.

8.2 – Review Intersection Control Evaluation for Ulysses Street and 117th Street 
Mr. Schluender stated this intersection was discussed at the April 2, 2019 Traffic Commission meeting.  This intersection is nearing a need for a change in traffic control. With continued development within the city and the density of development along this corridor.  The intersection of Ulysses Street and 117th Avenue has seen several large changes over the past several years including an overpass at Walmart, Kwik Trip, and several new businesses on either end of Ulysses Street.  Currently there is an Apartment Complex and new town home development being constructed in the southwest corner of this intersection.  There are still several vacant parcels along this corridor that will develop in the future.  At the April 2 meeting, the Traffic Commission recommended that an Intersection Control Evaluation study of traffic control be prepared.  

Mr. Schluender explained the study evaluated multiple intersection control alternatives including the existing all-way stop, signalization, and a roundabout.  Based on the current and future traffic projections, the recommendation of the study was to construct a multi-lane roundabout with dual northbound and southbound approaches.     

Commissioner Hill reviewed several grammatical changes within the cover letter. He suggested a right turn lane into Kwik Trip be considered. Mr. Schluender stated staff would have to determine where this made sense for this roadway. 
Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to recommend that the City Council place in the 5 year CIP the construction of a dual lane roundabout at the intersection of Ulysses Street and 117th Avenue based on results of the Intersection Control Study as discussed. Motion seconded by Commissioner Hill.  The motion passed 4-0.
8.3 – Review Intersection Control Evaluation for 99th Avenue and Polk Street
Mr. Schluender stated this intersection was discussed at the April 2, 2019 Traffic Commission meeting.  This intersection had an intersection evaluation completed in 2009.  The results of that study were that the intersection was approaching the traffic numbers that would warrant a signal.  At the April 2 meeting, the Traffic Commission recommended that an updated Intersection Control Evaluation study of traffic control be prepared.  The study evaluated multiple intersection control alternatives including the existing all-way stop, signalization, and a roundabout.  Based on the current and future traffic projections, the recommendation of the study was to construct a traffic signal and altering the existing lane configurations on all the approach legs of the intersection.   

Vice Chair Wold asked if a roundabout would be considered for this intersection.  Mr. Schluender explained the roundabout would be more expensive than a signalized intersection.  For this reason, staff did not recommend this option. 
Commissioner Hill stated he liked Option 2 but proposed a right-turn lane be added by reducing the lane widths to 12 feet.  Mr. Schluender stated staff could investigate this geometry further. He anticipated if the right turns were added, the left turn lanes would be offset.
Commissioner Hill inquired if the Police Department had any comments regarding this intersection.  Sergeant Hatanpa stated any change to this intersection would be a vast improvement. 

Motion by Commissioner Hill to recommend that the City Council place in the 5 year CIP the signalization of the intersection with Option 2 of the lane configurations of 99th Avenue and Polk Street based on results of the Intersection Control Study.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Chmielewski.  The motion passed 4-0.
OTHER BUSINESS
None.
POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE
Sergeant Hatanpa discussed the areas the Police Department has been focusing on this winter.  He indicated the department has been focused on 7th Street between 105th Avenue and 109th Avenue.  He stated a survey was conducted and the 85% was determined to be 28 miles per hour.  He noted this information was provided to the complainant.  He reported another area of concern was Jefferson Street north of Main Street.  He stated 10 stops were made and this was assisting in managing the speed of high school students exiting from Blaine High School.  He explained the department has also been conducting stops on 103rd Lane behind Centennial High School.  
NEXT MEETING
Vice Chair Wolds reported the next Traffic Commission meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, March 4, 2020.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to adjourn the Traffic Commission meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Skarich.  The motion passed 4-0.  Adjournment time was 7:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Heidi Guenther
Minute Maker Secretarial
