City of Blaine

Anoka County, Minnesota

Natural Resources Conservation Board

Tuesday, April 16, 2019
7:00 PM

Council Chambers
10801 Town Square Drive

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call – Ms. Haug called the roll call.  Those present include:  Boardmembers Genet, Panning, Perkins, Rafferty, Theisen, Truchon, Varian, Vedi, Villella, and Chair McKinley.
Absent - None
Others Present:  Rebecca Haug, Co-Liaison, Water Resource Manager.

2. Approval of the Minutes from February 19, 2019

Chair McKinley noted the name of the person that appeared before the NRCB was Mr. Pushkar Vaidya.

MOVED by Boardmember _________, seconded by Boardmember ________, to approve the February 19, 2019 Minutes as amended. NO MOTION WAS MADE JUST VOTED ON.
Motion carried unanimously.

Administration Oaths of Office for NRCB Members

City Clerk Cathy Sorenson administered the Oath of Office to Boardmembers Panning, Villella, Truchon, McKinley, Perkins, Genet, Syed, and Theisen.
Roll Call – Ms. Haug called the roll call.  Those present include:  Boardmembers Genet, McKinley, Panning, Rafferty, Syed, Theisen, Truchon, Varian, Vedi, Villella, and Chair Perkins.
3. Approval of Agenda
Boardmember McKinley requested items be added to other business as Review of 1st Quarter Report of NRCB and Moving the Lever Street Tour earlier than June.
MOVED by Boardmember __________, seconded by Boardmember ___________, to approve the agenda as amended.  NO MOTION WAS MADE JUST VOTED ON.
Motion carried unanimously.

4. Open Forum for Citizen Input

Ms. Keely Cervantes, works for Conservation Minnesota, wanted to introduce herself to the Board. She briefly summarized what the organization does and provided her business card to Ms. Haug.
Mr. Drew Brown, adjunct member, introduced himself to the NRCB.  He wanted to be a member of a board or committee. He is a senior at Blaine High School.
5. New Business
Ben Hayle, Communications Coordinator – Communications Update. Mr. Ben Hayle introduced himself and has worked with Ms. Haug on positive communication regarding the issues the NRCB addresses. He asked the Board for their comments and suggestions. Boardmember Truchon thanked Ben for attending the meeting tonite and the work he has done so far. Boardmember McKinley asked for Ben’s contact information.

Brianna Gohde, U of M Extension Ramsey County Master Gardener presented a power point on the Master Gardener Program.  Included in the presentation were pollinators, bees, desirable plantings, and unnecessary pesticides. Boardmember Truchon asked if people need to be careful where plants are purchased to avoid pesticides. Ms. Gohde the plant tag should indicate they were not treated with pesticides. If it doesn’t then she suggested plants be purchased at another place. Boardmember Villella asked if the pollinator plants should be planted in a large space or a number of smaller places. Ms. Gohde stated either would be fine as different types of bees are attracted to different pollinator beds depending on the size of the bee and how far they can fly. Boardmember Varian asked if there is a list or resource available containing the best pollinator plants. Ms. Gohde referred the Board to some websites. Boardmember Varian asked if there are certain landscapers that specialize in pollinators and Ms. Gohde said she cannot answer that. Boardmember Syed asked if he has the green light not to mow his lawn. Ms. Gohde stated there are city ordinances that control the length of grass. Boardmember Truchon asked if any other cities had changed their ordinances to be more pollinator friendly. Ms. Gohde stated Washington County is doing some work. Boardmember Vedi asked if there are partnerships available with local businesses for pollinator gardens. Ms. Gohde stated she is not sure on what type of outreach is being done. Boardmember Villella asked about solar fields. Boardmember Varian asked if the City has looked at pollinator areas within the City. Ms. Haug stated the BWS will contain many pollinators. Boardmember Varian asked if the City could give out pollinator plants to residents. 
Subcommittee for BWS planning – Ms. Haug stated the city has been working towards restoring the Blaine Wetland Sanctuary for many years. Restoration efforts under way for the northern part of the site but work still needs to be done in the southern half. A plan needs to be developed for the city to use to move forward with restoration, trails and a building as well as tours/field trips.
A group of 3-4 board members would be ideal to meet over the next month and report back to the NRCB at the next meeting to make sure the subcommittee is moving in the right direction. It is foreseen that the group will meet a few times and then provide updates to the NRCB and ultimately to the City Council. Staff is requesting the NRCB select three to four members to serve on a subcommittee to provide vision and direction for the city for the Blaine Wetland Sanctuary.
Boardmembers Genet, Truchon, McKinley, Panning, and Villella with Boardmember McKinley being an alternate volunteered for the subcommittee. 
6. Updates

Ms. Haug reviewed the upcoming NRCB Events at the Blaine Wetland Sanctuary. 

BWS Tree Removal has been completed but some brush piles remain. There will be mowing, raking, herbicide treatments and a prescribed burn.
1st Quarter NRCB Report – Boardmember McKinley prepared a summary of the NRCB activities for the first quarter. She distributed the list to the Board and asked for feedback. Boardmember Genet asked if the goals should be listed. Ms. Haug stated she will attach the goals that were determined at the January NRCB meeting. Boardmember Truchon suggested the programming be included in the BWS report to Council. 
Lever Street Tour – Boardmember McKinley suggested the Lever Street tour before June 2019 due to the bugs.  She suggested late April or early May at the latest. Ms. Haug asked if it should be done during regular meeting time. The NRCB agreed. The NRCB is to meet at City Hall and take a city van at 7pm. The tour will be done in lieu of the board meeting. 
7. Adjournment
MOVED by Boardmember Truchon, seconded by Boardmember McKinley, to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  
The motion carried unanimously.
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