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REGULAR BLAINE TRAFFIC COMMISSION MEETING – 04/02/19

UNAPPROVED

CITY OF BLAINE

TRAFFIC COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

April 2, 2019
The Blaine Traffic Commission met in the City Hall Chambers on Tuesday, April 2, 2019.  Vice Chair Wold called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL – 2019 TRAFFIC COMMISSION

Members Present:
Commission Members: Anderson, Chmielewski, Hill, and Skarich

Vice Chair Wold
Members Absent:
Chair Haas
Staff Present:
City Engineer Dan Schluender, Sergeant Nate Hatanpa
******************************************************************************

OATH OF OFFICE

The Oath of Office was administered to Commissioners Kevin Chmielewski and Gregory Anderson.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Item 4.1 – December 4, 2018 Traffic Commission Minutes

Commissioner Anderson requested clarification regarding the Traffic Commission’s discussion during the December 4, 2018, meeting related to the Hy-Vee project on County Road 14 near the middle school.  He added he worked for the Roseville School District for 20 years and has experience with students, and they will always take the shortest route possible.  He noted there will also be an increase in traffic from the high school when the new Hy-Vee opens.

Commissioner Anderson stressed the importance of being mindful of the kind of fence that is proposed, as some fences are easy for kids to climb over.  He added some fences are more effective than others.

City Engineer Dan Schluender stated the issue of a fence was discussed by the City Council and the Traffic Commission.  He added the School District has not committed to installing a fence, as they wanted to wait until improvements are under way to determine what type of fence would be most appropriate.  He noted there is a substantial fence on 125th Avenue along the middle school property.

City Engineer Schluender stated City Staff intends to wait for a decision from the School District before further initiating discussion.

Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to approve the minutes of December 4, 2018, as amended/presented.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Hill.  The motion passed 5-0.

OPEN FORUM FOR CITIZEN INPUT

There were no comments.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Motion by Commissioner Skarich to adopt the April 2, 2019, Traffic Commission Meeting Agenda, as presented.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Chmielewski.  The motion passed 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/COMMENTS
-None.
NEW BUSINESS

Item 8.1 - Review Speed Limit on West I-35W Service Drive from 85th Avenue to 95th Avenue

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff received an email from a business owner along the corridor of West I-35W Service Road expressing concern about traffic speeds between 85th Avenue NE and 95th Avenue NE.  He added a large volume of traffic uses the service road to avoid rush-hour traffic on I-35W.  He noted the business owner expressed concern about the safety of his employees and customers as they try to access the business parking lot.

Mr. Schluender stated the corridor is posted at 50 miles per hour (mph).  He added City Staff recommends collecting preliminary traffic speed data at this location in the next 3-4 weeks, and also deploy trailers and tube counters.  He noted an analysis will be brought back to the Traffic Commission to determine whether a speed study is necessary, or if the Police Department can handle this issue with enforcement and education.

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff is requesting that the Traffic Commission authorize a speed study at the west I-35W Service Road.  He added information should be available for the Traffic Commission to review in May 2019.

Commissioner Hall asked whether the Police Department has a counter that works in cold weather.  Mr. Schluender stated a Black CAT radar device that can be used in cold weather, that uses a radar signal to collect data.

Commissioner Hall asked whether the Police Department intends to collect speed data before initiating enforcement efforts.  Mr. Schluender stated the posted speed limit seems to be appropriate based on current data, and some enforcement and education has been deployed.

Sergeant Nate Hatampa stated the Traffic Unit has been patrolling that area and done some limited enforcement, while concentrating on many other areas as well.  He added the Jamar Tech radar system is very effective as it is not visible to drivers.  He noted the traffic speeds appear to be within a normal range, although the absence of snow will cause traffic speeds to increase.

Sergeant Hatampa stated a traffic study was conducted from March 18-22, 2019.  He added more data will be collected using speed tubes and trailers to determine whether there is a problem that needs to be addressed or if it is a perceived issue.

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff recommends that a traffic study is conducted at West I-35W Service Road between 85th Avenue NE and 95th Avenue NE, and report back to the Traffic Commission.

Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to direct City Staff to collect traffic speeds data at West I-35W Service Road between 85th Avenue NE and 95th Avenue NE report back to the Traffic Commission.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Skarich.  The motion passed 5-0.  
Item 8.2 - Review Speed Limit on Old Radisson Road from Cloud Drive to 124th Lane

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff has received numerous complaints regarding traffic speeds on Radisson Road from Cloud Drive to 124th Lane.  He added this is a former County road that is now under the City’s jurisdiction, and several homes have been added to the corridor.  He noted the section of roadway in question is posted at 35 mph but meets Urban District criteria, which would allow the City to post the speed at 30 mph without a speed study.

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff recommends collection of traffic data at this location.  He added this will determine whether the 85th percentile is 38 mph in which case the 35-mph speed limit would be appropriate.  He noted, however, if the speed limit is reduced to 30 mph, the 85th percentile of 38 mph would create a traffic speed problem.

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff recommends that the Traffic Commission authorize a traffic study to determine whether current traffic speed data supports the Urban District.  He added the traffic study can be reviewed by the Traffic Commission at their May 2019 meeting, for potential implementation of an Urban District and posted speed limit of 30 mph.

Motion by Commissioner Hill to direct City Staff to conduct a traffic study on Radisson Road between from Cloud Drive to 124th Lane and provide a recommendation to the Traffic Commission at their May 1, 2019 meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Chmielewski.  The motion passed 5-0.  
Item 8.3 - Review Traffic Control at Intersections of Ulysses Street and Paul Parkway, Ulysses Street and 117th Avenue, Polk Street and 99th Avenue

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff have received complaints about three intersections on Ulysses Street NE as development has occurred along the corridor.  He requested the Traffic Commission’s review and potential traffic analysis at these locations.

Mr. Schluender stated the intersection of Paul Parkway and Ulysses Street NE had experienced commercial growth with the Highway 65 overpass that went in 12 years ago: Crestview Senior Community to the south, a Park & Ride facility on the southwest quadrant, and vacant land to the north.  He added traffic counts have not been completed at this location recently, but traffic volumes have increased based on complaints received by City Staff.

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff recommends a traffic analysis at this intersection to determine whether criteria are met to warrant a change in traffic control.  He added a consulting firm would be hired to conduct the traffic analysis on these three intersections.  He noted the associated funding request would require City Council authorization.  

Commissioner Hill asked whether the study would include information on roundabouts or other proposed remedies for these intersections.  Mr. Schluender stated the consultant would be directed to review signal warrants and provide recommendations for each of these intersections, which are currently four-way stops.  He added the intersections were constructed to be signalized, and it is unclear whether there would be adequate City right of way to implement traffic circles.  He noted the consultant could be tasked with providing recommendations for each intersection.

Commissioner Wold stated Fire Station 3 is also located near this intersection.  Mr. Schluender confirmed this, adding the Fire Department is one of the parties that requested that this intersection be reviewed.  Commissioner Wold stated traffic signal would be appropriate at this location.

Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to recommend a traffic control analysis for the intersection of Paul Parkway and Ulysses Street NE.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Skarich.  The motion passed 5-0.  

Mr. Schluender stated the four-way stop at Ulysses Street NE and 117th Avenue NE is in an area that will continue to grow as nearby development increases.  He added commercial construction is planned this summer on three of the four quadrants, including a Kwik-Trip and an apartment complex.  He noted traffic volumes are already high, with Lowe’s and Wal-Mart on the southeast quadrant.

Mr. Schluender requested that the Traffic Commission direct City Staff to conduct a traffic control analysis to determine whether this intersection meets warrants requirements for a signalized stop or some other type of traffic control.

Motion by Commissioner Hill to recommend a traffic control analysis for the intersection of Ulysses Street NE and 117th Avenue NE.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Chmielewski.  The motion passed 5-0.  

Mr. Schluender stated the intersection at 99th Avenue NE and Polk Street has been studied in the past, and traffic volumes are close to overwhelming a four-way stop.  He added City Staff have received complaints about traffic running stop signs, not taking turns, and frustrated residents as well as drivers.  He noted City Staff feels it is appropriate to do traffic counts at this intersection and consider a traffic control change.  He requested that the Traffic Commission authorize a traffic control study at 99th Avenue NE and Polk Street NE intersection.

Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to recommend a traffic control analysis for the intersection of 99th Avenue NE and Polk Street NE intersection, Motion seconded by Commissioner Hill.  The motion passed 5-0.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Commissioner Chmielewski requested City Staff review of the intersection at Ball Road and Lexington Avenue.  Mr. Schluender stated that intersection is within the City of Blaine but maintained by Anoka County, and the west leg adjacent to Fleet Farm is a private roadway owned by the developers.

Commissioner Chmielewski stated traffic exits the Fleet Farm parking lot onto three east-bound traffic lanes, but many drivers do not realize the middle lane is a turn lane.   He asked whether someone at the County could be contacted to review the traffic control, striping and signage.  

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff can review the traffic control as well as striping and signage to determine whether a change is necessary.  He added it will be necessary to work with the property owners if any changes are required.

Commissioner Anderson requested that City Staff review the traffic situation at the right-turn only onto eastbound 117th Avenue NE from the Lowe’s shopping center area internal access drive.  He added many cars cut across from the north side of 117th Avenue NE to illegally enter the access drive at Lowe’s, and to go east on 117th Avenue NE.  He asked whether the center median could be extended to prevent cut-throughs at this location.

Mr. Schluender stated City Staff has reviewed this intersection many times.  He added it is difficult to keep signage in place as vehicles often knock them over.  He noted drivers want to navigate the intersection in ways for which it was not designed.  He agreed to have Engineering staff look into it.

Commissioner Hill stated the stop sign at this location has been bent at a 45-degree angle.  Mr. Schluender agreed to look into that.

POLICE DEPARTMENT TRAFFIC UPDATE
Sergeant Nate Hatanpa stated Blaine Police Officer Dan Stefczak recently graduated from Drug Recognition Expert Training with an overall score of 98% and is now the City of Blaine’s DWI Grant Officer.  He commended Officer Stefczak for his hard work and accomplishments, as well as his service to the City of Blaine.  He noted Officer Stefczak has been trained to detect and detain impaired drivers under the influence of alcohol and other controlled substances.

Sergeant Hatanpa stated the City of Blaine now has three Drug Recognition Expert-trained Officers.  He added the Police Department the can further ensure that controlled substance-impaired drivers are removed from the City’s roadways.  He noted that Officer Stefczak has arrested over 60 drivers for DWI since the DWI Grant was received in 2018, which equals approximately 1 arrest per shift.

Sergeant Hatanpa stated the Traffic Unit’s other 2 officers have been completing field training.  He added there have been 356 stops and 251 citations issued in the past 3 months.  He noted the officers are doing a great job maintaining high levels of activity in traffic enforcement.   

Commissioner Skarich asked whether there were any problem areas that stood out during the first quarter of 2019, in terms of citations.  Sergeant Hatanpa stated many areas were targeted, most notably the 8700 Block of Able Street NE, 117th Avenue NE between Polk Street NE and Ulysses Street NE, as well as Jefferson Street NE from 113th Avenue NE to 117th Avenue NE.  He added traffic enforcement efforts will increase as the roads are cleared of snow, potholes are fixed, and traffic speeds go up again.

Commissioner Wold asked whether all three Drug Recognition officers are in the Traffic Unit.  Sergeant Hatanpa stated two officers are on the night shift, handling patrol calls.  He added they assist other officers as needed, in the city of Blaine and throughout Anoka County.

Commissioner Wold expressed appreciation for the work of the Blaine Police Department and the targeted Traffic Unit.

NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2019, AT 6:30 P.M.

ADJOURN

Motion by Commissioner Chmielewski to adjourn the Transportation Commission meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Skarich.  The motion passed 5-0.  Adjournment time was 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Mullen
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
