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PROPOSAL

Friday, August 4, 2017 
For:  City of Blaine’s Wetland Sanctuary Project Team  

Rebecca Haug, Water Resources Manager with the City of Blaine, and Heidi Ferris, Growing Green Hearts LLC, met on August 3 at the Blaine Wetland Sanctuary to discuss plans and potential for the site, specific to environmental education opportunities.  Rebecca gave a tour of the site, explained the land bank, shared history of the site, and expressed the need for wetland awareness and education.  

Who is Growing Green Hearts, LLC?
Growing Green Hearts is all about science education that invites people to play, learn and love nature. Through best educational practices in environmental science, tech, engineering, and math (eSTEM), Growing Green Hearts helps schools, educators and communities increase environmental stewardship and science literacy.  Services provided by Growing Green Hearts include:  teacher/community trainings, natural playground coaching, curriculum development, and fun, hands-on eSTEM programming.  Learn more about Growing Green Hearts online: www.growinggreenhearts.com

Areas for Partnership 
Growing Green Hearts would like to explore providing the following services for the Blaine Wetland Sanctuary project:

· Fun, Hands-On Educational Programming
· Site-specific environmental education utilizing up-to-date research and tools-of-a-scientist, making learning fun and engaging. 
· Programming for youth, adults, and intergenerational groups throughout all seasons and at many skill levels.
· Variety of wetland-related topics, including botany, sustainability, biodiversity, animals, hydrology, ecology, etc.

· Engaging Community Outreach 
· Build relationships with educational groups (public, private, home, childcare, schools) by visiting then teaching educational leaders in the Blaine area.
· Design interactive eSTEM projects for the City of Blaine that bring intergenerational groups to the site while building science literacy around water.
· Conduct interviews, surveys, and/or research to gather data on what school groups are looking for in field study experiences for youth.

· Expanding Science Literacy
· Create user-friendly, playful ways for the community to better explore and understand the interconnectedness of environmental systems and human impact.
· Strategize with the City of Blaine team to develop science themes, nature center, and long-term plans specific to the site.
· Translate higher level science into everyday concepts for the general public.

Next Steps
Tell me, I forget. 
Show me, I remember.
Involve me, I understand.

This proposal is intended to be a starting point for a more in-depth discussion with the City of Blaine on the community’s need for environmental education and how Growing Green Hearts can best meet that need. Growing Green Hearts is excited to explore potential areas of partnership in more detail. Please contact Heidi Ferris at heidi@growinggreenhearts.com or 763.516.3513 to discuss next steps.   
image1.jpeg
Green Hearts

L

Growing Green Hearts, LLC.
75 Rice Creek Way | Fridley, MN 55432
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