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REGULAR BLAINE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING – 01/13/15


UNAPPROVED

CITY OF BLAINE

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

January 13, 2015
The Blaine Planning Commission met in the City Hall Chambers on Tuesday, January 13, 2015.  Chair Ouellette called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:
Commission Members: Bergstrom, Lahti, York and Chair Ouellette

Members Absent:
Commission Members: Goracke and Homan 
Staff Present:
Shawn Kaye, Associate Planner


Lori Johnson, Associate Planner

Tom Scott, Project Coordinator


******************************************************************************

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Lahti and Commissioner Bergstrom noted they would be abstaining from the approval of the December 9, 2014 minutes.

Chair Ouellette recommended that the minutes be reconsidered at the February Planning Commission meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Item 4.1 – Case File No. 15-0001 – Public Hearing – The applicant is requesting the following:
a) Conditional use permit to allow for 3,000 square feet of garage space in an FR (Farm Residential) zoning district.

b) Variance to allow for an additional 1,363 square feet of garage space.

MATT CHRISTENSON, 12116 RADISSON ROAD NE.

The report to the Planning Commission was presented by Shawn Kaye, Associate Planner.  The public hearing for Case File 15-0001 was opened at 7:07 p.m.  
Matt Christenson, 12116 Radisson Road NE, reviewed the size of the existing pole building and stated the numbers within the staff report were incorrect.  With the new numbers, he explained he would still require a conditional use permit, however, but did not require a variance.  He indicated he would not be adding on to the pole structure.  He recommended that the Commission approve his request without the variance.

Associate Planner, Shawn Kaye explained she would need to further review the applicant’s documentation and building size.  She commented that Mr. Christenson would not need a variance if the pole building was under 3,000 square feet. 

Commissioner York was in favor of tabling this item to the next Planning Commission meeting, as this would allow the applicant time to provide the City with proper numbers on the pole building.

Associate Planner, Shawn Kaye indicated the Commission could proceed in this manner, or it could approve the conditional use permit and make no recommendation on the variance.

Bob Christenson, reminded the Commission that the property was zoned Farm Residential and not R-1, which allowed for a larger pole building.
The public hearing was closed at 7:15 p.m.

Commissioner Bergstrom stated that based on her calculations, the applicant had an additional 232 square feet.
Commissioner York commented that this was a beautiful piece of land and he supported the conditional use permit.

Motion by Commissioner York to recommend approval of Planning Case 15-0001A a conditional use permit to allow up to 3,000 square feet of garage/accessory building space in an FR (Farm Residential) zoning district based on the following conditions:
Case 15-0001A:

1.      
The total garage accessory building space limited to a total of 3,000 square feet.
2.      
The applicants' proposed garage must be used for personal storage space only, and it may not be used for a home occupation.
3.      
The gravel driveway to be hard surfaced for the first 35-feet onto the property consistent with the FR code.
Motion seconded by Commissioner Bergstrom.  The motion passed 4-0.

Commissioner Bergstrom recommended the variance not be approved.  She believed that the applicant would have enough time between the Planning Commission and Council meeting to properly measure the pole building in order to provide accurate numbers to staff regarding the variance.  

Motion by Commissioner Bergstrom to recommend approval of Planning Case 15-0001B denial of the variance based on the following rationale:

Case 15-0001B:

1.      
This area has a land use designation of LDR (Low Density Residential) and has the intent of being zoned Single Family (urbanized) if the property is subdivided in the future, and would only permit a maximum of 1,200 square feet of total garage/accessory building space.
2.      
The applicant has the option to reduce the square footage of the proposed attached garage or the existing accessory building in order to meet the 3,000 square foot maximum with a CUP as required by the Zoning Ordinance. 
Motion seconded by Commissioner Lahti.  The motion passed 3-1 (York opposed).

Chair Ouellette noted this would be on the agenda of the February 5, 2015 City Council meeting.

Item 4.2 – Case File No. 15-0002 – Public Hearing – The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to allow for indoor auto sales in an (I-2) Heavy Industrial zoning district.
COLOR MYSTIQUE, 9999 GOODHUE STREET NE.

The report to the Planning Commission was presented by Lori Johnson, Associate Planner.  The public hearing for Case File 15-0002 was opened at 7:21 p.m.  As no one wished to appear, the public hearing was closed at 7:21 p.m.

Chair Ouellette asked how the applicant would be advertising his vehicle auto sales.

Troy Noble, Color Mystique, explained that a great deal of advertising would take place online. 

Motion by Commissioner York to recommend approval of Planning Case 15-0002 based on the following conditions:

Case 15-0002:

1.      
There shall be no outdoor storage, display or sales of vehicles at this location.  
 

2.      
The applicant must meet all requirements of the Building and Fire Codes prior to obtaining the license with the State of Minnesota.  
 

3.      
Any expansion of the use (indoor auto sales) would require a CUP amendment.
Motion seconded by Commissioner Lahti.  The motion passed 4-0.

Chair Ouellette noted this would be on the agenda of the February 5, 2015 City Council meeting.

Item 4.3 – Case File No. 15-0003 – Public Hearing – The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit amendment to allow for a 14,200 square foot addition onto the north end of Johnsville Elementary School.

JOHNSVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 991 125TH AVENUE NE
The report to the Planning Commission was presented by Lori Johnson, Associate Planner.  The public hearing for Case File 15-0003 was opened at 7:25 p.m.  As no one wished to appear, the public hearing was closed at 7:25 p.m.

Chair Ouellette asked if the hill area would be changed.
Steve Anderson, Director of Buildings and Grounds for Johnsville Elementary School, explained a retaining wall would have to be placed along the hill to support this area.

Motion by Commissioner York to recommend approval of Planning Case 15-0003 based on the following conditions:

Case 15-0003:

1.      
The applicant to obtain Site Plan approval prior to issuance any building permits on site.  The site and building plans for this addition must adhere to all Zoning, Building and Fire Codes applicable on this site.  
 

2.      
Coon Creek Watershed District must be obtained prior to site work.
 

3.      
Site subject to additional SAC and WAC payment at time of permit.  
 

4.      
A landscape plan must be submitted during the site plan approval process that indicates where 8 additional trees will be planted on site as part of the tree replacement requirement of the zoning ordinance.  The plan must indicate location, type and size of the trees. 
Motion seconded by Commissioner Bergstrom.  The motion passed 4-0.

Chair Ouellette noted this would be on the agenda of the February 5, 2015 City Council meeting.

Item 4.4 – Case File No. 15-0004 – Public Hearing – The City is proposing a code amendment to the B-2 (Community Commercial), B-3 (Regional Commercial) and PBD (Planned Business District) zoning districts to allow medical cannabis distribution facilities as a conditional use.
CITY OF BLAINE
The report to the Planning Commission was presented by Shawn Kaye, Associate Planner.  The public hearing for Case File 15-0004 was opened at 7:32 p.m.  As no one wished to appear, the public hearing was closed at 7:32 p.m.

Commissioner York supported staff’s recommendation and was pleased that the City was preparing itself for this possibility of future cannabis distribution. 

Motion by Commissioner York to recommend approval of Planning Case 15-0004 the code amendment to the B-2 (Community Commercial), B-3 (Regional Commercial) and PBD (Planned Business District) zoning districts to allow medical cannabis distribution facilities as a conditional use.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Bergstrom.  The motion passed 4-0.

Chair Ouellette noted this would be on the agenda of the February 5, 2015 City Council meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Commissioner Lahti to adjourn the Regular Planning Commission meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Bergstrom.  The motion passed 4-0.  Adjournment time was 7:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Heidi Guenther

TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.

