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Northeast Metro 916 Intermediate School District
New K-8 facility for Children with ASD & EBD

Level 4 special education students.

The facility is approximately 70,000 sf and

will accommodate approximately 150

K-8 students and 150 staff and faculty. Based on
current enroliment the building is anticipated to
open with 95 students and 88 staff

The students have special needs resulting from
their primary disability diagnosis of autism or
emotional and behavioral disorders.

These special needs dictate a unique facility to
assist the faculty and support the students
(and their families) as they learn life skills of
self regulation, coping, communication, joy,
and socialization.

It is a school and education is at the core of the
building’s foundation, but it

also needs to balance the changing priorities

of behavioral health/education/safety on

a daily basis.

The physical safety of faculty,

staff, and students needs to be taken into

account as the building is planned and constructed,
as well as the emotional safety of

the students in a facility that promotes healing,
learning, and teaching.

An opportunity exists to create

an indoor environment that doesn't feel like
a school — one that has a connection to a
controlled outdoor space to play, garden,
and relax, and that can be used to as another
opportunity to teach life skills,

Circulation, sight lines, materials, daylight, artificial light,
and sound area few of the many design

details that need to be addressed in the

design of schools for kids with special needs.

Students are all transported by their home district

transportation departments. Parents do not drop off their children
because the school is typically not in their neighborhood.

Car traffic is generally limited to employees and visitors.



Bus traffic is typically 20 busses per day and will be a range
of sizes. Many of the districts will send their students in vans,
The number of vans will also be around 20. A typical school
day is 8:00-2:00 or 9:15-3:15 with transportation arriving a
half hour before each of those times.

There is very little activity in the school building during the evening

or on weekends. Because the students are coming from multiple districts
across the metro, and they are transported by their home district,

it's not feasible to have after hours and weekend events in the

school program.



