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1/09/2023 
Maggie McCormack 
3136 120th Ct NE  
Blaine, MN 55449 
 

My family and I are requesting a five-foot variance at 3136 120th CT NE Blaine, MN 
55449 to match the garage minimum setback.  We want to keep the exterior of the house the 
same and symmetrical with the neighborhood. The additional space would allow for us to 
create a few areas in our basement for recreational use.  We are converting the basement to a 
recreational space including an exercise room, bathroom and kitchen in order to keep up with 
our young family’s athletic demands. In this process, no additional bedrooms will be created.  

We moved from a new construction home with a sports court in order to be in the Lakes 
neighborhood, surrounded by young children and our friends who attend the same schools.  
We didn’t realize how much the sports court was utilized in our previous home and much 
needed by all members of the family.  Rather than adding on a sports court to the rambler, we 
decided to be creative with the additional space to meet the needs of our two athletic children 
and our lifestyles.   

The main floor would be extended to meet the variance amount needed for the 
basement.  Instead of having wasted space above with a sport court, we prefer to utilize the 
additional space on the main floor for the kitchen, laundry and bath.  The plans also create a 
much larger mudroom for our growing family constantly running in and out of the garage 
entrance for events, athletics, and school. 

The five-foot variance would allow for us to meet our needs without sacrificing the 
aesthetics of the exterior while also still providing privacy for our neighbors.  We need the 
variance in order to complete the house plans as provided.  The variance would also allow for a 
seamless transition from the minimum setback of the garage.   

Any and all considerations are much appreciated. Thank you for your time! 
 
 
    
  










