4.2
Discussion and Recommendation for Parking Restrictions on the North Side of 121st avenue between 3rd Street and 7th Street

	Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff presented a background and summary of the request for parking restrictions near Happy Acres Park.

A petition containing 10 resident signatures was submitted to the City of Blaine requesting parking restrictions on the north side of 121st Avenue between 3rd Street and 7th Street, Monday through Thursday, 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., May 1 through August 31.  The petition indicates that parents of Little Leaguers using Happy Acres Park are parking on both sides of the street thereby creating a dangerous driving condition.   
 
The Engineering and Police Departments monitored this area for a year and did not observe a safety problem with the street parking.  When Happy Acres Park is busy with sports activities, there is parking on both sides of 121st Avenue.  At these times, vehicles proceeding east or west on 121st Avenue are limited to one vehicle at a time through the area, but at no time did staff observe where emergency vehicles could not proceed through the street. 121st Avenue is a collector street that was constructed to accommodate parking on both sides of the street as in all of our newer developments. Staff does not support the neighborhood request for parking restrictions, but with nine out of ten signatures of property owners adjacent to the north side of the street in the area of the request, the petition was presented for Council consideration on June 7, 2012.
At the June 7, 2012 Council meeting, one resident expressed concern with the proposed parking restrictions.  The Council postponed consideration of this item until a neighborhood meeting could be held.  Sixty five homes were notified of the neighborhood meeting held on August 20, 2012 and nine residents attended. Staff explained the history of the area, use of Happy Acres Park, history of complaints and police reports, and the petition presented to City Council.  Residents stated concerns of reduced visibility with cars parked on both sides of the street combined with the curvature of the street in the east bound direction and having to take turns driving through the area during Little League games when children are crossing the street from parked cars.  A resident brought up the benefit of cars parked on the street as a traffic calming measure that requires motorists to slow down through the neighborhood.  There was also discussion of Council adding an exception to the parking restrictions requested for legal holidays.   The majority of those residents present at the August 20th neighborhood meeting favored the proposed parking restrictions.       
 
After the neighborhood meeting, the resolution for parking restrictions on 121st Avenue was again brought back to City Council on September 6, 2012 for their approval. However, the City Council wanted to have the Park Board discuss the parking restrictions and have staff report back the results of those discussions to Council.

Council requested that the report include the duration of the parking restriction, the impact of parking overflow on other streets, and additional parking within the park.   

1.      1.     Duration of the Parking Restriction:
Petition Request:  
Parking restrictions on the north side of 121st Avenue, Monday through Thursday, 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., May 1 through August 31.
 

The parking impact on 121st Avenue is due primarily to games played on Fields #2 and #3. Youth baseball games begin the first full week in May and end the third week of July. Games begin at 6:00 p.m. and are allowed two hours to be completed. Listed below is the number of games for each field for May through August.
 

Field  May  June  July Aug  Total
HA1    15      11     2     0        28 
HA2    15      16     5     0        36
HA3    15      16     5     0        36
 

Discussion Point:
·      If a parking restriction is applied should it be as the petition requests or should it be May 1 to July 31?  Is the amount of no parking time appropriate?  

k 2.      Overflow Parking on Other Streets:
Other than 121st Avenue on the north end of Happy Acres Park, on street parking exists along 7th Street on the east, on cul-de-sacs off 3rd Street on the west, and on 118th Avenue to the south.   However, accessing the park and ball fields from these roads could be problematic.  
a.      There are no sidewalks or trails and park users would have to walk in the streets to get into the park creating safety concerns for parents and their children.   
b.      The lengthy distance to the park entrances is somewhat unreasonable.  Some may take short cuts through resident's yards that border the park.
Parking on both sides of 121st Avenue to the west of 7th Street and along 7th Street near the intersection of 121st Avenue could be better alternatives.
 

Discussion Point:
·      Can overflow parking on other streets around Happy Acres Park be reasonably considered for accessing the park and in particular Fields #2 and #3?
 

3. Additional Parking Within the Park: 
The permanent parking lot located by the south field has a capacity of 65 parking spaces. It is estimated that on a night when all three fields have games, 80-90 parking spaces are required. Additional temporary parking is available within Happy Acres Park and the location recommended by staff is the ½ acre area between the park building and hockey rink #1, better known as the general skating rink during the winter. It is estimated that 60 vehicles could be parked here. The area would be marked off similar to the overflow parking at Jim Peterson Athletic Complex. The grass/weeds are mowed during the summer and the soil is more sand based than peat creating better wet weather maneuverability.     
 

 Discussion Point:
·      Would this location be the best alternative for additional parking within the park? Are there other options?
 

4. Resident Option
Another consideration brought forward at the neighborhood meeting by a resident living on 121st Avenue is that it is more difficult to see people crossing 121st Avenue when vehicles are parked on the north side of the curve that is just before the trail entrance.  It was recommended by the resident to enforce the no parking restriction only on the entire length of this curve allowing better visibility for vehicles traveling east on 121st Avenue. 
       
Discussion Point:
·     Could this option resolve both the 121st residents concerns and the park user's needs to access Fields #2 and #3?
 

As stated before, City Council is requesting a report by staff on the results of discussions by the Park Board on this item. If the Board so desires, it can make a recommendation to the City Council.  Staff has given five options for recommended action and others maybe recommended at the Board's discretion.  
 

Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff asked for feedback from the Board.  He noted that adding temporary parking within the park is an option for a motion.  

Commissioner Markle asked staff if he was at the neighborhood meeting and whether there were any accidents reported.  

Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff stated that he was present.  He commented that the police representative commented that there have been no accidents.  He agreed that by having one lane access residents feel there is a risk for accidents as children are being unloaded from vehicles.  

Commissioner Markle suggested that one lane driving is not optimal during peak driving times.  He inquired if the city would be responsible for signage and enforcement of the parking.  He asked if cars would be subject to ticketing by the police.  

Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff commented that their recommendation would become a resolution which could be enforced. 

Commissioner Markle asked if there are other parks where this type of parking has been done.  

Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff confirmed that there are no other park areas where this has been done.  He commented that there have been requests by other neighborhoods where there is one lane of traffic created by parking.  He noted that this is the first petition.

Commissioner Markle commented that the parking restrictions create a minimal cost to the city and require minimal staff time.  

Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff agreed.  He noted that the overflow site for parking at the hockey rink is the recommended site.  He confirmed that the rink boards are left up year round.  He commented that the recommended overflow site is not an ice rink.  It has 60 parking spots which would be more than what is needed for the games.  He confirmed that the area will be roped off in a nonpermanent way.    

Commissioner Markle expressed support for allowing overflow parking in the park, as it is the least invasive option.  He commented that the parking on 121st could be monitored to see if it reduces the concern and improves the perceived safety.  He stated that he does not support significant parking restrictions on 121st and would consider a partial parking restriction.  

Commissioner Schwarz asked if any residents at the neighborhood meetings reported incidents which were not reported to police.  

Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff explained that there was a report of someone having to slow down to avoid a child exiting a vehicle but there were no reports of a close call.  There were no near misses reported.  He suggested that the neighbors are interested in preventative measures.  

Commissioner Bird agreed that he does not support restricted parking on city streets.  He explained that this becomes difficult for staff to monitor.  He added that restrictions will become difficult for residents when they have guests over that they will be bound by it as well.  He explained that he lives in an area also where parking occurs on both sides of the street near a park.  He agreed that he has to pay more attention when driving through the area which makes him a more focused driver.  He supported the overflow parking idea.  He stated that he believes people will still park on 121st.  He suggested that Little League request that their participants use the overflow lot instead of 121st.  

Chair Walthour commented that on street parking happens at other parks including Aquatore Park.  He explained that people will not want to use the overflow lot because it will result in them needing to walk further.  He recommended that Little League be made aware of the overflow lot and notify their participants.  He stated that he does not support limiting on street parking.  He expressed support for the temporary lot.  

Commissioner Leathers commented that there has been use of some of the rinks for a dog park.  He confirmed with staff that there will not be dogs in the area.   He recommended that the city look at 121st on the curve as it is not well designed.  He suggested that the Park Board consider using the overflow parking option.  

Commissioner Das commented that nine out of ten residents around the park signed the petition.  He asked how many of these petitioners were at the neighborhood meeting.  

Park and Recreation Director Kappelhoff provided a map of petitioners who attended the meeting.  He reviewed that all of the neighboring community were notified about the neighborhood meeting.  He noted that one of the residents was against the parking restrictions.  

Commissioner Das stated that he is in support of using overflow parking in the park which should reduce parking in the neighborhood.        

Commissioner Langenfeld commented that he lives in this neighborhood and considers parking on 121st to be convenient parking and not overflow parking.  He commented that overflow parking occurs on 119th and 7th.  He noted that there is a perception that 121st is a narrower street although he finds it to be the same width at 7th and 121st.  He added that he would support temporary parking as long as the apron leading to 7th south of the warming house is marked for no parking.  

Commissioner Markle commented that he has a four part motion.

Motion by Commissioner Markle to recommend to the City Council that:

1. City staff pursue overflow parking within the park on a temporary basis similar to what is currently used at other parks.

2. That City Council take no action on parking changes on 121st. 

3. City staff including police and park staff would be directed to monitor the 121st area after the advent of temporary parking to see what kind of effects it has and report back to us.

4.  The Park Department send recommendations to the users of the park announcing that temporary parking is there and recommending its use.  

Motion seconded by Commissioner Langenfeld.  

Motion approved unanimously.[image: image1.wmf]
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