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REGULAR BLAINE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING – 11/12/13
UNAPPROVED
CITY OF BLAINE
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
November 12, 2013

The Blaine Planning Commission met in the City Hall Chambers on Tuesday, November 12, 2013.  Vice Chair Lahti called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present:	Commission Members: Bergstrom, Goracke, King, Radtke, York and Vice Chair Lahti

Members Absent:	Chair Ouellette

Staff Present:	Lori Johnson, Planner III
 
******************************************************************************

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion by Commissioner King to approve the minutes of October 8, 2013, as presented.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Bergstrom.  The motion passed 6-0.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

Item 4.1 – Case File No. 13-0059 – Public Hearing – The applicant is requesting a variance to Section 34.07(a)(2)(aa) of the Zoning Ordinance standard of 140 square feet to allow for an additional 55 square feet of allowable sign square footage and to the 14 foot height standard an addition 2.5 feet of height for a new monument sign.
VILLAGE BANK, DONALD KVETON, 9298 CENTRAL AVENUE NE.

The report to the Planning Commission was presented by Lori Johnson, Planner III.  The public hearing for Case File 13-0059 was opened at 7:08 p.m.  As no one wished to appear, the public hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m.

Commissioner King inquired what would be considered a second monument sign.  

Planner III, Lori Johnson explained how a monument sign was defined within City Code.  

Commissioner Bergstrom questioned if the new sign would be located in the existing sign location.

Planner III, Lori Johnson stated this was the case.

Commissioner Goracke saw no hardship with this case and therefore supported Staff’s recommendation.

Motion by Commissioner Goracke to recommend denial of Planning Case 13-0059 the variance for sign area and height to Section 34.07(a)(2)(aa) based on the following rationale:
 
Case 13-0059

1)       	The property has no identified or demonstrated hardship in term of visibility of signage.

2)      	The site is allowed additional signage, under current code, given its greater frontage that would provide similar or greater signage opportunities without the need for a variance.

3)      	The east facing LED panel (and therefore the packaging or three LED panels together) is an unnecessary distraction for motorists at a very significant intersection.
 
Motion seconded by Commissioner York.  The motion passed 6-0.

Item 4.2 – Case File No. 13-0057 – Public Hearing – The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to allow for construction of a 7,390 square foot multi-tenant building in a PBD (Planned Business District) zoning district.
CFT DEVELOPMENT, LLC, 11665 ULYSSES LANE NE.

This item was removed from the agenda.

Item 4.3 – Case File No. 13-0054 – Public Hearing – The applicant is requesting the following:
a.) Preliminary Plat approval to subdivide 19.44 acres into one lot and one outlot to be known as CSM Lexington Fourth Addition.
b.) Conditional Use Permit to allow for construction of a 11,000 square foot medical clinic in a PBD (Planned Business District) zoning district.
FAIRVIEW URGENCY CENTER, 3640 PHEASANT RIDGE DRIVE NE.

This item was removed from the agenda.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Commissioner King to adjourn the Regular Planning Commission meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Bergstrom.  The motion passed 6-0.  Adjournment time was 7:14 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Heidi Guenther
TimeSaver Off Site Secretarial, Inc.
