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CITY OF BLAINE

ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, November 7, 2022

7:30PM


Council Chambers


10801 Town Square Drive

CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR SANDERS
The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by Mayor Sanders followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and the Roll Call. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

PRESENT:
Mayor Tim Sanders, Councilmembers Wes Hovland, Julie Jeppson, Chris Massoglia, Tom Newland, Richard Paul, and Jess Robertson.

ABSENT:  
None. 

Quorum Present.

 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Michelle Wolfe; Community Development Director Erik Thorvig; Safety Services Director/Police Chief Brian Podany; Finance Director Joe Huss; City Engineer Dan Schluender; Senior Parks and Recreation Manager Jerome Krieger; City Attorney Chris Nelson; and Communications Manager Ben Hayle.
AWARDS - PRESENTATIONS - ORGANIZATIONAL BUSINESS

None.

COMMUNICATIONS

Mayor Sanders encouraged residents to get out and vote in the General Election on Tuesday, November 8.
OPEN FORUM FOR CITIZEN INPUT 

Mayor Sanders opened the Open Forum at 7:32PM.

There being no input, Mayor Sanders closed the Open Forum at 7:33PM.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The agenda was adopted as amended moving Item 11.4 after Approval of the Consent Agenda.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  

Councilmember Robertson requested the removal of consent agenda item 8.7.

Moved by Councilmember Jeppson, seconded by Councilmember Newland, that the following be approved:  

8.1
Motion 22-179, Schedule of Bills Paid.
8.2
Motion 22-180, Approval of Minutes.

8.3
Motion 22-181, Authorize Change Order for the City Hall Remodel Project.

8.4
Motion 22-182, Approve a Therapeutic Massage Enterprise License for Sampson Wellness LLC, dba Elevate Fitness & Massage, 10945 Ulysses Street NE #500.
8.5
Resolution No. 22-167, Declaring a Rural Residential District and Adopting a Statutory 35 MPH Speed Limit on 131st Avenue NE from Approximately 410 Feet West of Legacy Creek Parkway to Lexington Avenue.
8.6
Resolution No. 22-168, Declaring a Rural Residential District and Adopting a Statutory 35 MPH Speed Limit on 131st Avenue NE from Approximately 410 Feet West of Legacy Creek Parkway to Lexington Avenue.
8.7
Resolution No. 22-169, Approve Joint Powers Agreement No. C0009331 with Anoka County for Intersection Improvements at Cloud Drive and CSAH 52 (Radisson Road), Improvement Project No. 22-08.
Motion adopted unanimously. 

8.7
Resolution No. 22-169, Approve Joint Powers Agreement No. C0009331 with Anoka County for Intersection Improvements at Cloud Drive and CSAH 52 (Radisson Road), Improvement Project No. 22-08.
Councilmember Robertson asked if the timing of this project made sense, given the fact Anoka County was completing a more thorough corridor study for Radisson Road and 109th Avenue. City Engineer Schluender reported staff has had preliminary discussions with Anoka County regarding this matter and noted the county believes the proposed signal system would tie into the signal system at 125th and provide a safe intersection. He indicated this work would be done prior to completion of the proposed study. 
Councilmember Robertson explained she would not be voting against the proposed improvements but stated she objected the city paying for 75% of the intersection improvements, given the fact this was for a road the city does not own.

Moved by Councilmember Robertson, seconded by Councilmember Massoglia, that Motion 22-169, “Approve Joint Powers Agreement No. C0009331 with Anoka County for Intersection Improvements at Cloud Drive and CSAH 52 (Radisson Road),” be approved.
Motion adopted unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION
11.4
Resolution No. 22-174, Awarding the Sale of $13,590,000 General Obligation Improvement and Utility Revenue Bonds, Series 2022A; Fixing Their Form and Specifications; Directing Their Execution And Delivery; and Providing for their Payment.

Finance Director Huss stated the Council is asked to approve the sale of $13,590,000 of general obligation improvement bonds to finance 2022 pavement management projects. Staff described the projected that would be funded by these bonds. He noted the bonds have been submitted for rating by Standard & Poor’s and bids received earlier that day were reviewed. 

Doug Green, Baker Tilly, discussed the current municipal bond market and explained the City had a very successful bond sale. He reported interest rates have been on the rise since 2007. He explained the City received 13 bids for their bonds and the winning bid was received from Piper Sandler with an interest rate of 3.77%. He commended the City for their strong financial position, growing tax base, excellent budget performance and noted the City has maintained its AAA bond rating. 
Moved by Councilmember Hovland, seconded by Councilmember Newland, that Resolution No. 22-174, “Awarding the sale of $13,590,000 General Obligation Improvement and Utility Revenue Bonds, Series 2022A; fixing their form and specifications; directing their execution and delivery; and providing for their payment,” be approved.

Motion adopted unanimously.

7:30PM - PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ITEMS SET FOR A CERTAIN TIME

9.1
Motion No. 22-183, Approve On-Sale and Sunday Intoxicating Liquor License for Pal Mar Mexican Restaurant and Mariscos, 10565 University Avenue NE.

City Attorney Nelson stated a public hearing is required prior to the approval for on-sale and Sunday intoxicating liquor licenses in the City. Jose M Vasquez Aguilar, applicant, submitted the on-sale and Sunday intoxicating liquor application for Pal Mar Mexican Restaurant and Mariscos, LLC. The applicant included the required license fees, forms, and documents. Issuance of licenses are contingent upon receipt of an updated certificate of insurance, certificate of occupancy, successful background investigation, and an Anoka County food and beverage license. The background investigation is currently in progress for the applicant and on-site responsible party. The on-sale and Sunday liquor licenses, if approved, would be valid until June 30, 2023, and eligible for renewal July 1, 2023. All required information will be submitted to the state’s alcohol and gambling enforcement division upon approval of the licenses by the Council. 
Mayor Sanders opened the public hearing at 7:46PM.

There being no public input, Mayor Sanders closed the public hearing at 7:47PM.

Moved by Councilmember Jeppson, seconded by Councilmember Hovland, that Resolution No. 22-183, “Approve On-Sale and Sunday Intoxicating Liquor License for Pal Mar Mexican Restaurant and Mariscos, 10565 University Avenue NE,” be approved.
Motion adopted unanimously.

9.2
Motion No. 22-184, Approve On-Sale and Sunday Intoxicating Liquor Licenses for 4 Tapx, LLC, dba The Rusty Bumblebee, 10950 Club West Parkway, Suite 160.

Mr. Nelson stated a public hearing is required prior to the approval for on-sale and Sunday intoxicating liquor licenses in the City. Laura Kruen, applicant, has submitted the on-sale and Sunday intoxicating liquor application for 4 Taps, LLC, dba The Rusty Bumblebee. The applicant included the required license fees, forms, and documents. Issuance of licenses are contingent upon receipt of an updated certificate of insurance, certificate of occupancy, successful background investigation, and an Anoka County food and beverage license. The background investigation is currently in progress for the applicant and on-site responsible party. The on-sale and Sunday liquor licenses, if approved, would be valid until June 30, 2022, and eligible for renewal July 1, 2022. All required information will be submitted to the state’s alcohol and gambling enforcement division upon approval of the licenses by the Council. 
Mayor Sanders opened the public hearing at 7:48PM.

There being no public input, Mayor Sanders closed the public hearing at 7:49PM.

Moved by Councilmember Robertson, seconded by Councilmember Jeppson, that Resolution No. 22-184, “Approve On-Sale and Sunday Intoxicating Liquor Licenses for 4 Taps, LLC, dba The Rusty Bumblebee, 10950 Club West Parkway, Suite 160,” be approved.
Councilmember Newland asked where this business would be located within the strip mall. 
Councilmember Robertson reported the Rusty Bumblebee would be located in the unoccupied Aveda salon. 

Motion adopted unanimously.

DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS

10.1
Resolution No. 22-170, Granting a Preliminary Plat to Subdivide One Parcel into Two Parcels and Road Right-of Way to Facilitate the Construction of an Industrial/Warehouse Building to be Known as Naples Industrial II at 10320 Naples Street NE. Capital Partners (Case File No. 22-0059/EES). 
Community Development Director Thorvig stated the applicant is requesting a preliminary plat of a 40-acre parcel into two parcels. The proposed southern parcel will contain two existing waste transfer stations and the northern parcel will be used for the construction of a new industrial building. Staff reported the planning commission held a public hearing at their October 11 meeting and recommended approval of the request. 
Moved by Councilmember Massoglia, seconded by Councilmember Robertson, that Resolution No. 22-170, “Granting a Preliminary Plat to Subdivide One Parcel into Two Parcels and Road Right-of Way to Facilitate the Construction of an Industrial/Warehouse Building to be Known as Naples Industrial II at 10320 Naples Street NE,” be approved.

Motion adopted unanimously.

10.2
Resolution No. 22-171, Granting a Conditional Use Permit to Allow for the Outdoor Storage of 43 Semi-Trucks/Trailers in Addition to the Trucks/Trailers Allowed for Each Dock Door on the Building in an I-2A (Heavy Industrial) Zoning District at 10320 Naples Street NE. Naples Industrial II (Capital Partners) (Case File No. 22-0059/EES). 
Mr. Thorvig stated the applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to allow for outside storage of semi-trailers related to warehousing or manufacturing. The proposed storage is set back from Naples Street over 500 feet and is located on the side of the building nearest the adjacent waste transfer stations.
Moved by Councilmember Jeppson, seconded by Councilmember Massoglia, that Resolution No. 22-171, “Granting a Conditional Use Permit to Allow for the Outdoor Storage of 43 Semi-Trucks/Trailers in Addition to the Trucks/Trailers Allowed for Each Dock Door on the Building in an I-2A (Heavy Industrial) Zoning District at 10320 Naples Street NE,” be approved.

Councilmember Hovland stated he had concerns with the amount of truck traffic that would be generated from this property. Mr. Thorvig reported the CUP was to allow outdoor storage. He explained the site plan review would further investigate the traffic and use of the site. He did not anticipate there would be traffic issues. Mr. Schluender stated staff would monitor the signal and would engage with the county if timing changes were necessary.
Motion adopted unanimously.
ADMINISTRATION (CONTINUED)
11.1
Motion 22-185, Naming of the Jim Peterson Park Batting Cages and Bullpen Area to Rick Fanning Practice Facility.

Senior Parks and Recreation Manager Krieger stated Rick Fanning was a board member with the Blaine Area Traveling Baseball Association for 15 years and was an advocate for improving the Blaine Baseball fields and facilities. In 2014 Rick transformed the field in Cloverleaf Park from a skin aglime infield into a grass baseball infield. He organized a crew of volunteers to work on transforming the field into a game field for players 11 and under. When he was finished with that project, he focused on improving all the pitching mounds and home plate areas on the fields. He worked with staff and the other baseball associations to make sure that all the fields had rebuilt mounds and new tarps to cover them. He wanted to do this because he knew they needed work and he knew how important it was not to have any rain outs, with so many games being played in Blaine.
 
Mr. Krieger explained Rick’s passion carried over to Jim Peterson Park, where he wanted to improve the storage shed. Rick researched sheds and solicited quotes for a shed that had a garage door on each end so you could store a Gator in the shed and be able to drive it in and out. After we partnered to purchase the shed, he turned his work to a new batting cage area and bullpen area. Rick worked countless hours to lay out the dimensions of the batting cage, cut out the sod, put in the posts for the cages and spread the aglime. Once he finished all the earth work, he had to run the cables to hang the netting to get them operational. The final work of the project was constructing the pitching areas for players to practice pitching and work on skills. There is no doubt that our City’s baseball program has benefitted from all the contributions that Rick has made to our community. For this reason, staff is recommending that the Jim Peterson batting and pitching areas be named the Rick Fanning Practice Facility.
Moved by Councilmember Newland, seconded by Councilmember Jeppson, that Motion 22-185, “Naming of the Jim Peterson Park Batting Cages and Bullpen Area to Rick Fanning Practice Facility,” be approved.

Councilmember Newland thanked staff for the detailed presentation. He stated the amount of work Rick Fanning has completed for the community was quite impressive. He thanked the board members for nominating Mr. Fanning for this honor. 

Motion adopted unanimously.

11.2
Resolution No. 22-172, Calling for Public Hearing for Establishment of TIF Plan and District of Project Plan for Development District I-24.

Mr. Thorvig stated Blaine/Atlantic Funding LLC and Roer’s Companies is pursuing tax increment financing for the Blaine Lakes apartment project at 551 87th Lane. This is a 200-unit project on the site of the former Rainbow grocery store. The project is currently going through the development review process. The TIF request is running concurrently with the development approval process. A public hearing is required by the City Council on Monday, December 5, 2022, to consider the TIF request and plan. This action is to set a public hearing. 
Moved by Councilmember Robertson, seconded by Councilmember Jeppson, that Resolution No. 22-172, “Calling for Public Hearing for Establishment of TIF Plan and District of Project Plan for Development District I-24,” be approved.

Motion adopted unanimously.

11.3
Resolution No. 22-173, Receive Feasibility Report and Order Public Hearing for the 2023 Southwest Area Street Reconstructions, Improvement Project No. 23-07.

Mr. Schluender stated Council is asked to receive the feasibility report for the 2023 Southwest Area Street Reconstructions, Improvement Project No. 23-07. Staff commented on the proposed improvements, cost for the improvements, and recommended the Council accept the feasibility report and order a public hearing. 
Moved by Councilmember Newland, seconded by Councilmember Paul, that Resolution No. 22-173, “Receive Feasibility Report and Order Public Hearing for the 2023 Southwest Area Street Reconstructions,” be approved.

Councilmember Jeppson stated she would be voting against this resolution as she believed the Council should be looking harder at the City’s assessment policy given the high assessments that would be passed along to residents.

Councilmember Robertson agreed the assessment rates were high but also supported moving this project forward. She questioned how the Council could reconcile this situation. Mr. Schluender explained a no vote would stop this project and voting yes would move the project forward with the existing assessment policy in place. He recommended the Council move this project forward with the existing assessment policy then indicated a policy discussion on assessments could be held at a future date. 
Mayor Sanders thanked staff for this explanation. He agreed this was an important project that should move forward but supported Council have a further policy discussion regarding the City’s assessment policy at a future workshop meeting. 

Motion adopted 6-1 (Councilmember Jeppson opposed).
11.5
Resolution No. 22-175, Resolution Submitting a List of Eligible Nominees to Anoka County for the Open Manager Position on Rice Creek Watershed District Board of Managers.

City Manager Wolfe stated the Rice Creek Watershed District has notified cities in the district that a term is set to expire on January 17, 2023. The Cities of Blaine, Circle Pines, Fridley, and Lino Lakes have established a list of four nominees. Current RCWD Board President Patricia Preiner’s term expires on January 17, 2023. Ms. Preiner’s residence is located in planning zone 3, Columbus. The deadline for submitting a list of nominees to the County Board is November 18, 2022.
Moved by Councilmember Newland, seconded by Councilmember Jeppson, that Resolution No. 22-175, “Resolution Submitting a List of Eligible Nominees to Anoka County for the Open Manager Position on Rice Creek Watershed District Board of Managers,” be approved as presented to include Jess Robertson.

Councilmember Newland thanked Councilmember Robertson for her willingness to serve. 

Motion adopted unanimously.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Sanders reported the Council would be adjourning this meeting and going into a closed EDA meeting.
ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Councilmember Robertson, seconded by Councilmember Jeppson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:14PM.

Motion adopted unanimously.








Tim Sanders, Mayor

ATTEST:

Catherine Sorensen, CMC, City Clerk

Submitted by Minute Maker Secretarial 

