Natural Resource Conservation Board
Process for Selection, Structure, Format, and Charge Policy 


I. Process for Selection of Members
a. Natural Resource Conservation board vacancies will be advertised in the City’s newsletter, website, cable TV programming, and in the Blaine Spring Lake Park Life for one month following approval by City Council of this document. Applications will be available at City Hall and on the City’s website.
b. A formal interview process will take place, at a date to be determined by City Council, to appoint the Board members.
II. Structure
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Natural Resource Conservation Board will be comprised of eleven members; three representing each council ward, a member representing the Park Board, and a member representing the former Citizen’s Environmental Committee. Three City Council Members will service as ex-officio members of the Board. Blaine residents as well as non-resident taxpayers are eligible to serve on the Board. If a Board member moves from the council election ward they were appointed to, they shall be allowed to complete their term with approval of the Mayor and two Councilmembers from the council election ward they moved from. If a current Board members moves outside the City, their term shall end immediately.
b. Board members will serve a three two-year terms expiring in March.
c. Board members may be reappointed to additional terms.
III. Format
a. The Natural Resource Conservation Board will meet once a month at a day and time to be determined by the majority of the Board.
b. Meetings will take place in the Council Chambers.
c. Minutes shall be kept for each of the meetings.
d. The Board will make formal recommendations to the City Council regarding the issues identified in the charge given to the Board.
e. The Board will be supported by city staff, which will be responsible for preparing Board recommendations, ensuring proper record keeping of the Board’s actions, forwarding recommendations to the City Council, and managing the Board’s public meetings.
IV. Charge
a. Developing and recommending to the City Council a policy framework for the maintenance and preservation of Blaine’s natural resources. Consideration will be given to both private and public initiatives/responsibilities, and will include:
i. Providing guidelines to the City Council for the maintenance and management of specific natural areas currently preserved by the city or proposed for preservation.
ii. Providing recommendations to the City Council regarding the restoration of natural areas currently owned or proposed for acquisition by the City.
b. Developing a Natural Resource plan, which includes long term and near term objectives and a plan for the acquisition of significant natural areas.
i. Developing the criteria for reviewing parcels considered for acquisition utilizing the data from the Natural Resource Inventory (1999) and the Master Greenway Plan (2001).
ii. Reviewing parcels proposed for acquisition.
iii. Providing recommendations to the City Council and staff regarding the use of outside consultants to facilitate and/or negotiate the acquisition of land.
iv. Providing recommendations to the City Council for all open space land acquisitions associated with natural resource conservation bond proceeds.
