City of Blaine

Anoka County, Minnesota

Natural Resources Conservation Board

Tuesday, November 19, 2019
7:00 PM

Council Chambers
10801 Town Square Drive

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

2.
Roll Call – Chair Perkins, Boardmembers Genet, McKinley, Panning, Rafferty, Syed, Truchon (arrived at 7:05 p.m.), Varian, Vedi, and Villela. 
Absent – Boardmember Theisen and Adjunct Member Brown
Others Present: Water Resources Manager Rebecca Haug Recreation Manager Nate Monahan.
Boardmember Truchon arrived at the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

3. Approval of Minutes – October 15, 2019
It was noted Ms. Haug made the statement on page two paragraph nine.  Boardmember McKinley modified the sentence in paragraph seven on page two to read “Mr. Monahan stated the open space is in the Legacy Creek area.

MOVED by Boardmember Rafferty, seconded by Boardmember Genet, to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2019 Board Meeting as presented.

Motion carried unanimously. 

4.   Approval of Agenda

Ms. Haug added to the agenda the handout regarding invasive species.


MOVED by Boardmember McKinley, seconded by Boardmember Truchon, to approve the November 19, 2019 Board Agenda as amended.

Motion carried unanimously.

5.
Open Forum for Citizen Input

No one appeared to address the NRCB.
6.
New Business 

Recognition of Derek Selinsky

Ms. Haug presented Derrek Selinksy, Water Resources Intern, with a proclamation. The proclamation was read in full by Chair Perkins.

6.a
MO 19-190 – Open Space Naming of Jewell Circle and 131st Avenue
Mr. Monahan reviewed staff is looking for a recommendation from the NRCB for the naming of two open space locations. The first is off Jewell Circle and the second is off of 131st Avenue. Staff showed the locations of the properties for Board review.
Staff is recommending the name of the Jewell Circle Open Space to be Sunrise Ponds after the elementary school.  Staff is recommending the name of the 131st Avenue Open Space to be Woods of Legacy Creek after the development.

Once names are recommended staff will order signs to post up at the trail entrances to both sites.

Boardmember McKinley stated she has been in the area and noticed there is a development nearby named Oakwood Ponds. She likes the name Sunrise Pond but noted there is only one pond in the 10 acres that were purchased. She recommended naming it as Sunrise Pond. She asked about the boundary of that parcel. Ms. Haug stated staff does know the boundaries for the parcel. On the diagram there is actually the one pond and a portion of another within the boundaries of the property. Boardmember McKinley requested a sign be constructed that this parcel is open space purchased from the bond. 
Boardmember Varian asked what the name is of the elementary and Mr. Monahan stated the name is Sunrise. 

Boardmember McKinley asked if a neighborhood park will be constructed just beyond the open space. Mr. Monahan stated the park has not yet been named as it is still in the preliminary plan stage.

MOVED by Boardmember Varian, seconded by Boardmember Panning to recommend the Jewell Circle Open Space be named Sunrise Ponds. 

Motion carried (Boardmember McKinley voted nay).

Boardmember McKinley stated the parcel was purchased in 2004 before a development was done. She said the name would link to the development and she recommended calling it the Woods at Legacy Creek.

Boardmember Genet suggested calling it Legacy Woods. 

Boardmember Truchon suggested a sign be constructed stating how the open space became city-owned property.

MOVED by Boardmember Panning, seconded by Boardmember McKinley to recommend the 131st Avenue Open Space be named Legacy Woods.
Motion carried unanimously.

Mc. Monahan stated all the park signs in the City have just been replaced with the new City logo. He will add the statement at the bottom of the open space signs.

6.b.
MO 19-191 Recommendation of the 2020 – 2024 Open space Five Year Capital Improvement Plan Budget
Mr. Monahan reviewed the 2020 – 2024 Open Space Budget in detail for the Board. He reviewed the revenue and the expenses Actual vs. Budget. He noted this is a flexible plan which can be revised each November. 
Boardmember Villella asked if interest is being paid on the loan from the EDA and Mr. Monahan stated no interest is included. Boardmember Villella asked what the advantage was to accelerate payments and Mr. Monahan stated just if the debt was desired to be reduced quicker.

Boardmember McKinley asked if the park dedication fees to the NRCB has been restored. Mr. Monahan stated it is back to 35% as previously divided.

Chair Perkins asked why the trails were divided for the BWS and other open space trails and Mr. Monahan stated they are keeping the BWS trails with the wetland credits.

Boardmember Truchon asked if shelter construction is part of the budget and Mr. Monahan stated it is under BWS Site development. 

Boardmember Villella noted the Pioneer Park wetland is in the Coon Creek Watershed and the BWS is in the Rice Creek Watershed.

Boardmember Panning asked where the interest earnings come from and Mr. Monahan stated it comes from the park dedication fees. 

Boardmember McKinley stated the Open Space and Trail Fund was established for management of open spaces and paved or woodchip trails connecting to open space or within the open space area. She is against to paying for park trails using that fund. 

Chair Perkins asked Staff to bring back to a NRCB meeting that there was a change regarding connecting to trails where there are gaps. 

Boardmember Varian asked if the park dedication fees are prohibited for items in the BWS. Mr. Monahan stated it depends on what improvements are needed. 

Boardmember Panning suggested the park dedication fees could be used for the Arnold Palmer Drive trail connection and Mr. Monahan stated it could. All revenues go into one fund was stated by Mr. Monahan.

Boardmember Varian asked why trails were only budgeted in 2020. Mr. Monahan stated at this time there are no plans for further trails in future years. Funding will be sought for some items listed in the Parks Master Plan.

Boardmember Genet asked about why there are two listings for Wetland Management and Open Space Management. Ms. Haug stated for ease of bookkeeping they are kept separate.

Boardmember Panning asked about monies for weed management. Ms. Haug stated at one time there was a grant but currently the City is using a work service crew for weed management.

Mr. Monahan stated all these items will come back for approval when the money is close to being spent. 

MOVED by Boardmember Villella, seconded by Boardmember McKinley to recommend the City Council approve the 2020 – 2024 Open Space Capital Improvement Plan Budget as presented.

Motion carried unanimously.

6.c.
MO 19-192 Updates
Staff presented updates on the following:

BWS Activities – The Winter/Spring activities schedule is being finalized. Two events are currently scheduled Fat Tire Biking and Snowshoeing. 
BWS Interpretive Signs – The signs are out for bid. The deadline for quotes is November 29. Two quotes will be received.
Subcommittee for BWS Planning Update – The subcommittee met last week. The agreement with Green River Greening was approved by Council. Ms. Haug provided a power point on the BWS. She showed a map outlining the options.
Boardmember Varian stated since this is informational on the agenda, she does not feel it should be taken action on at this meeting. Ms. Haug stated she was hoping to take the recommendation to Council in December. 
Boardmember Truchon suggested the recommendation be made this evening.

MOVED by Boardmember Rafferty, seconded by Boardmember Truchon to recommend the zero-buffer option for the BWS Southern Portion.
Motion carried unanimously.

BWS Website – Many updates have been put on the BWS website.
BWS Question and Answer from Open House – This information will be posted on the BWS website.
Pioneer Park Wetland Bank – Staff is still working on the permitting process. 
No Child Left Inside Grant – This is a DNR program to encourage children to go outside with educational opportunities. The City did not receive the grant for the BWS.
December NRCB Meeting – Mr. Monahan posed the question whether a December NRCB Meeting will be held. There are 
MOVED by Boardmember Genet, seconded by Boardmember McKinley to cancel the December 2019 meeting of the NRCB.

Motion carried unanimously.

BWS Sign Sponsors – Walters has agreed to sponsor two of the interpretive signs.

The City Attorney’s Office provided information on the City’s responsibility for managing invasive species.  Chair Perkins suggested it be added to the City’s website.
7.
Adjournment

MOVED by Boardmember McKinley, seconded by Boardmember Villella, to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  
The motion carried unanimously.
