
 

 
JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
FOR  IMPLEMENTATION OF  

THE AURELIA PARK STORMWATER RETROFIT PROJECT  
 

This Agreement is made and entered into this ____ day of ______________, 2021, by 
and between the Coon Creek Watershed District, a metropolitan watershed district and political 
subdivision of the State of Minnesota, 13632 Van Buren St NE, Ham Lake, Minnesota 55304 
(District), and the City of Blaine, a Minnesota municipal corporation, 10801 Town Square Drive 
NE, Blaine, Minnesota 55449 (City). 

 
RECITALS 

WHEREAS, The District and the City share a common interest in improving water quality 
in Springbrook Creek located within the City of Blaine and within the Coon Creek Watershed 
District; and 
 

WHEREAS, The City intends to construct a stormwater retention pond in the southwest 
corner of Aurelia Park to reduce total phosphorus and sediment loading to Springbrook Creek, 
thereby improving water quality within the City and the Coon Creek Watershed District; and 
 

WHEREAS, The District has been awarded partial state grant funding to construct this 
water quality improvement project; and 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes section 471.59 authorizes political subdivisions of the 
State of Minnesota to enter into joint powers agreements for the joint exercise of powers 
common to each; and  

 
WHEREAS, the District desires to provide the City with financial assistance for this 

Project 
 

 THEREFORE, in consideration of mutual promises set forth herein and other good and 
valuable consideration, the District and the City agree as follows:  
 
I. PURPOSE 

The District and City agree that it is mutually beneficial for the City to undertake  
implementation of the Aurelia Park stormwater retention pond project to reduce total 
phosphorus and sediment loading to Springbrook Creek (Project). 
 
II. METHODS 

A. Preliminary Planning/Approval 
The District, in consultation with the City, shall provide for the preliminary planning and  

engineering of the Project. The City shall be responsible for construction and construction 
administration of  the Project. 
 

B. Design 
The District shall be responsible for engineering and design services and will prepare 

plans and specifications for the Project in consultation with the City. Concept Design Plans 



 

developed by the District Engineer are attached as Exhibit A. The City shall not go out for bids 
until such time as the District has approved, in writing, any revisions to the final plans and 
specifications for the Project. 
 

C. Bidding/Construction 
The City shall do the calling for all bids and the accepting of all bid proposals, and will 

construct and implement the Project in conformance with the approved Project plans and 
specifications. In doing so the City will comply with all applicable laws and regulations and will 
be responsible for acquiring all necessary permits, approvals and temporary and permanent 
rights of access or easement.  The award of the bid to the lowest responsible bidder shall be 
made in consultation with the District prior to the execution of the construction contract. After 
receipt of all necessary governmental approvals, the City shall cause the commencement of the 
Project's construction and shall manage the Project through to completion.  The City’s Project 
engineer will certify the completion of Project construction in accordance with the approved 
plans and specifications no later than October 31, 2023.  The City will submit to the District 
documentation of Project expenditures and the certification of completion no later than October 
31, 2023. 

 
III. COST ALLOCATION 

A. The total estimated cost of completing the Project is $399,583  
B. The District has received a Clean Water Fund Watershed Based Implementation 

Funding grant administered by the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources in the 
amount of $77,542 and will apply these funds towards the Project construction costs incurred. 

C. The District shall contribute up to $30,000 for Project engineering costs and will 
incur minimal costs for staff time related to Project coordination. 

D. The City shall contribute up to $292,041 for Project construction and construction 
administration costs and will incur minimal costs for staff time related to Project coordination. 

 E. The District upon the Effective Date of this Agreement will disburse to the City 
50% of the Project’s above cost-share Grant amount. Upon District receipt of the certification of 
Project completion and review of such Project documentation as it may require, the District will 
disburse to the City the remaining District approved Project cost-share funds. 
 
IV. SITE ACCESS 

The City will submit legal assurance acceptable to the District that the City has access to 
the Project’s location for construction, operation and maintenance.  The City also agrees to 
grant the District and its contractors and agents access to the Project site, wholly on City-owned 
land, regarding the City’s Project construction and future inspection.  
 
V. TERM / TERMINATION 

This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for the expected life span of the 
project, 25 years post-construction, not to exceed October 31, 2048. This Agreement shall be 
automatically renewed on a year-to-year basis unless both parties in writing agree to 
termination.   
 
VI. CONTRACTS AND PURCHASES 



 

All contracts let and purchases made pursuant to this Agreement shall be made by the 
City in conformance with applicable state, federal, local laws, and the applicable Grant 
Agreement requirements attached and incorporated as Exhibit B.  
 
VII. CONTINGENCIES. 
 The District’s obligation to provide grant funds is contingent on the City’s compliance 
with the terms of this Agreement, including but not limited to Project completion in accordance 
with the District-approved plans and specifications.  The City will return to the District any grant 
funds already received if this condition is not satisfied. 
 
VIII.   STRICT ACCOUNTABILITY 

A strict accounting shall be made of all funds and report of all receipts and 
disbursements shall be made upon request by either party. 

 
IX.   MAINTENANCE OF IMPROVEMENTS 
 The City will assume responsibility of future maintenance of the Project components as 
part of its  existing stormwater infrastructure inspections and maintenance program. Minimally, 
the pre-treatment manhole sump with baffle will be inspected annually and maintained as 
needed and the pond will be inspected every five years and maintained as needed to ensure the 
design capacity for removing pollutants is maintained.   
 
X.   NONCOMPLIANCE 

Should the land occupier fail to maintain the practice during its effective life, the land 
occupier is liable to the State of Minnesota for the amount up to 150% of the amount of financial 
assistance received to install and establish the practice unless the failure was caused by 
reasons beyond the land occupier’s control, or if conservation practices are applied at the land 
occupier’s expense that provide equivalent protection of the soil and water resources. 

 
XI.   INSURANCE. 
 The City shall require its contractor to name the District as an additional insured with 
primary coverage on a noncontributory basis under its commercial general liability policy, with a 
coverage limit of at least $1.5 million per claim and aggregate, and covering both ongoing and 
completed operations, and all such operations of subcontractors.  Coverage limits may be met 
by excess liability or umbrella policies. 
 
XII.   RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES. 
 Nothing in this Agreement creates or establishes a partnership, joint venture or agency 
relationship between the parties. As between the parties, the City is solely responsible for the 
method and manner of Project construction and maintenance.  Nothing in this Agreement 
creates any right in any third-party or affects any immunity, defense or liability limitation 
pertaining to either party. 
 
XIII.   NOTICE 

For purposes of delivery of any notices hereunder, the notice shall be effective if 
delivered to the District Administrator, 13632 Van Buren St NE, Ham Lake, Minnesota 55304, 
on behalf of the District, and to the City Manager for the city of Blaine, 10801 Town Square 
Drive NE, Blaine, Minnesota 55449, on behalf of the City. 



 

XIV.   INDEMNIFICATION 
The District and City mutually agree to indemnify and hold harmless each other from 

any claims, losses, costs, expenses or damages resulting from the acts or omissions of the 
respective officers, agents, or employees relating to activities conducted by either party under 
this Agreement. 

 
 
XV.   ENTIRE AGREEMENT / REQUIREMENT OF WRITING 

It is understood and agreed that the entire agreement of the parties is contained herein 
and that this Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and all negotiations between the 
parties relating to the subject matter thereof, as well as any previous agreement presently in 
effect between the parties to the subject matter thereof.  Any alterations, variations, or 
modifications of the provisions of this Agreement shall be valid only when they have been 
reduced to writing and duly signed by the parties. 
 
XVI.     GOVERNMENT DATA PRACTICES 

The District and City will comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, 
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, as amended, as it applies to all data created, collected, 
received, stored, used, maintained or disseminated by the District or the City under this 
Agreement. 

 
XVII.  EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Agreement is effective as of the date all signatures below have been provided. 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties of this Agreement have hereunto set their hands 

on the dates written below: 
 
Coon Creek Watershed District:   City of Blaine:    
 
By:  ___________________________  By:  ___________________________ 
 Anthony Wilder, President, Board of Managers Tim Sanders, Mayor 
 
Dated:  _________________________  Dated:  _________________________ 
 
By:  ___________________________  By:  ___________________________ 
 Tim Kelly, District Administrator Michelle A. Wolfe, City Manager 
 
Dated:  _________________________  Dated:  _________________________  

 



 

Exhibit A Concept design plans and engineer’s opinion of probable cost 



 

 
  



 

Exhibit B Grant agreement 

 



 



 



 



 

 


