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TRANSIT

The need for transit in the City of Blaine will likely increase with the expected increases in population,
households, and employment in the future. Blaine is within the Metropolitan Transit Taxing District with
some portions within Market Areas Il and 11,

Blaine also receives transit services from the Anoka County Transit Office’s Anoka Traveler program. Two of
the Anoka Traveler fixed routes (805 and 831) run through portions of the City (Figure 7-7). In addition,
the future bus routes identified in Figure 7-8 are initiatives of the City and Anoka County and may not be
included in future Metropolitan Council transportation policy plans. The Anoka Traveler also provides Dial-
a-Ride service to the County.

The primary emphasis for Market Area Il is on big bus and regular route services, complemented by
paratransit service. Any neighborhood circulators should tie in with the regular route service. Service
options for Market Area Il include regular-route locals, all-day expresses, small vehicle circulators, special
needs paratransit (ADA, seniors), and ridesharing. Service in Market Area Il is intended to be accessible
(routes 0.5 — 1.0 miles apart with 6 — 10 stops per mile), frequent {15 — 30 minutes) and with a wide
availability (up to 20 hours per day and 7 days per week).

Market Area [ll serves a similar purpose as Market Area Il, however service levels are reduced due to the
lower density population and employment characteristics found in this area. Market Area Il has a mix of
big and small bus service, complemented by paratransit service. Market Il service options include peak-
only express, small vehicle circulators, midday circulators, special needs paratransit (ADA, seniors) and
ridesharing. Service in Market Area IIl is often spaced further apart (0.5 — 1.5 miles) but still has a similar
stop spacing (6 — 10 stops per mile). Frequency of service is about half of what is experienced in Area Il (30
— 60 minutes) and transit availability is reduced slightly (up to 18 hours per day and 7 days per week). A
further explanation of the Transit Market Areas is contained in Table 7-15.

TABLE 7-15: METROPOLITAN TRANSIT MARKET AREAS

Market '
Area Land Use Patterns ! Transit Service Optlons Service Characteristics
I Established urban environment ! Regular-route locals, all- Frequencies: 5-15 minute local and circulator.
with highest concentrations of | day expresses, special- Span of Service: 18-24 hours, 7 days per week.
activity, housing and jobs | needs paratransit (ADA, Ap  Trtal d 0.25-0 '5 . g i
| seniors), ridesharing ccess: Locals spaced 0.25-0.5 mile apart with 8 bus
‘ | stops per mile.
11 Established urban environment | Regular-route locals, all- Frequencies: 15-30 minute or 30-60 minute, depending
with moderate concentrations | day expresses, small on land use pattern.
of jobs, housing and activities ' vehicle circulators, Span of Service: 12-20 hours per day, 7 days per week.
SRocal Roeds PAIMTAORTL | o cumits LOAA shcell 0,5-0.0 Fll6 ap S WRb B85
| (ADA, seniors), gt P 1. mlle apart wi us
| ridesharing ps p '
11X Some established and | Expresses during peak Frequencies: Expresses during peak period only, 1-2
developing land use patterns. | period only, small vehicle hour midday frequencies. Dial-a-ride advance
Generally lower concentrations | dial-a-ride, midday registration.
with intermittent pockets of | circulators, special-needs Span of Service: 10-14 hours per day, weekdays and
mederate concentrations : paratransit (ADA, seniors) I?mited weekends. ; L ¥
(pockets would receive highest | ridesharing A Lt ted t i Sk
service levels) | ccass: Services tied to park-and-ride lots and hubs
v Generally rural or small town | Dial-a-ride, volunteer- Frequencies: As needed
centers. Lowest concentrations | driver programs, Span of Service: 8-10 hours per day, weekdays
of housing and jobs. | ridesharing : i ;
| Spacing: Services tied to park-and-ride and park-and-
pool lots
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BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN
The discussion of the bicycle and pedestrian system is in the Parks chapter (Chapter 6).

AVIATION

Blaine is served by the Anoka County-Blaine Airport. The airport is located entirely within the City of
Blaine. The Airport is owned and operated by the Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC). The City
provides sanitary sewer service to the airport per agreement.

Airports are primarily classified by three different classification systems, each designed to respond to the
different needs of the applicable requlatory authority.

Federal Aviation Administration
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has four primary classifications for airports defined as follows:

« Commercial Service Airport - Publicly owned airports having at least 2,500 passenger boardings
each calendar year and receive scheduled passenger service.

« Cargo Service Airport - Airports that are served by aircraft providing air transportation of only cargo
with a total annual landed weight of more than 100 million pounds. An airport may be both a
commercial service and a cargo service airport.

« Reliever Airport - Airports designated by the FAA to relieve congestion at Commercial Service
Airports and to provide improved general aviation access to the overall community. Reliever airports
may be publicly or privately-owned.

« General Aviation Airport - Airports that do not fall under any of the previous categories. Airports in
this category can vary significantly from a small, rural airport to a privately owned, public use airport
that enplanes 2,500 or more passengers annually and receives scheduled airline service.

The Anoka County-Blaine Airport is designated a Reliever Airport in the FAA system, reducing congestion at
the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. The City of Blaine agrees that this is the correct
classification and does not support a status change.

State Of Minnesota

The State of Minnesota has three classifications for airports that differentiate airports by infrastructure,
rather than use. The classifications are defined as follows:

« Key System - Airports having a heavy paved and lighted runway over 5,000 feet in length that are
capable of accommodating heavy, multi-engine aircraft as well as most corporate jets.

» Intermediate - Airports having a paved and lighted runway less than 5,000 feet in length that are
capable of accommodating all single-engine, most twin-engine, and some light jet aircraft.

« Landing Strip - Airports with turf runways capable of accommodating single-engine and light twin-
engine aircraft.

The Anoka County-Blaine Airport is designated as an Intermediate Airport in the State of Minnesota system.
The City of Blaine agrees that this is the correct classification and does not support a status

change.
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Metropolitan Council and Metropolitan Airports Commission

There are four primary classifications for airports that differentiate airports primarily by their role in the
regional airport system, users, runway length and instrument capability. Figure 7-10 shows the Regional
Airport System as described in the Metropolitan Council's 2030 Transportation Policy Plan. The
classifications are defined as follows:

«  Major - Airports that have scheduled air service. Major airports have primary runway lengths of
10,000 feet, precision instrument capability and support air carriers.

« Intermediate - Airports that are primary relievers to the Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport. Intermediate
airports-have primary runway lengths of 5,001 to 8,000 feet, precision instrument capability and
support general aviation, including Regional/Commuter.

«  Minor — Airports that are secondary relievers to the Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport. Minor airports have
primary runway lengths between 2,500 and 5,000 feet, precision or non-precision instrument capability
and support general aviation, not including Regional/Commuter.

« Special Purpose — Airports that do not fall into other categories.

The Anoka County-Blaine Airport is designated by the MAC and the Metropolitan Council as a Minor
Airport. The City of Blaine agrees that this is the correct dlassification and does not support a

status change.

The volume of aircraft using the Anoka County-Blaine Airport has remained relatively constant over the last
several years at approximately 200,000 annual operations. The number of based aircraft at the airport is
490 and is likely to rise due to the addition of hanger storage space at the airport.

The airport has a new air traffic control tower, a 4,855-foot long north-south runway, and a 5,000-foot
east-west runway.

The Anoka County-Blaine Airport has a land envelope of approximately 1,900 acres. The airport is
accessible via a network of roadways, primarily I-35W, U.S. 10, TH 65, and 85" Avenue NE. Direct access to

the airport grounds is provided at three locations,

There are no existing traffic counts or estimates for vehicular traffic using the airport access locations.
Observations indicate that traffic volumes at the various access locations are low. The airport grounds are
served by a network of roadways. Airport Road is the primary roadway within the airport grounds. The
airport roadways are private and are owned and maintained by the MAC. Parking at the airport is provided
at each individual Flight Based Operation (FBO). Ample parking is available throughout the airport.

\
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TRANSPORTATION IMPLEMENTATION

10.

1.

12,
13.

14,

15.

The City will work with Anoka County and surrounding communities to initiate a transportation -
study of the Lexington Area that is projected to experience significant capacity problems in the
future.

Transportation investments and land development will be coordinated to create an environment
conducive to alternative travel modes including transit, pedestrian and bicycle travel.

The City will continue to work with MnDOT to explore incremental improvements for TH 65.
The City will continue to work cooperatively with the |-35W Corridor Coalition.

Roadways in the Northeast Area will continue to be based on a hierarchy of roads and limit the
use of cul-de-sacs. Right-of-way preservation is considered through mock platting of future
development areas and designation of Municipal State Aid collector routes, and implementation is
through dedication of right-of-way during the plat development process.

The City should work with Anoka County and the City of Lino Lakes to discuss improvements to
the intersection of 109™ Avenue and Sunset Avenue.

Preservation efforts should be made for an east-west collector corridor at the 131% Avenue
alignment.

The City should continue to implement the TH 65 Frontage Road System.

All new residential and commercial developments should be reviewed to determine if sidewalks
and/or trails should be included.

Inter-city connectivity with key activity nodes (parks, schools, libraries, shopping, etc.) for the
pedestrian and bicycle system should be promoted.

Improved pedestrian and bicycle accommodations should be explored for the following corridors:
a. 109" Avenue
b. Radisson Road
¢.  Naples Street
d. TH 65 Easter Frontage Road
e. 105" Avenue
f. Northeast Area Collector
All new collector roadways should include provisions for pedestrian and bicycle facilities.

Connectivity should be promoted between the City pedestrian and bicycle systems and the regional
trails and recreation facilities.

Appropriate amenities associated with the pedestrian and bicycle system should be included to
enhance safety, convenience and promote non-motorized travel,

The City supports expanded bus transit service in the following areas:
a. TH 65 Corridor
b. Radisson Road/Northeast Area

¢ Express Transit Service to Downtown St. Paul
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d. U.S. 10 Corridor
e. Service to support the Northstar Corridor commuter rail line

16. The City will explore opportunities to promote higher density initiatives along dedicated transit
corridors and increase links between job centers and medium-high density residential
developments to improve the jobs/housing connections, community vitality and efficiency of the

transportation system.

17. Transit stations and service should be catalysts for the development or growth of centers along
transit corridors.

18. The City will work with the Metropolitan Council to determine future transit services consistent
with the transit market area and its associated service standards and strategies.

19. The City supports the implementation of commuter rail service, including the Northstar Corridor
and encourages MnDOT to consider acceleration of the timetable of the Bethel Corridor.

20. The City supports the continued use of and improvement of the Anoka County — Blaine Airport as
long as it does not upgrade the airport's classification at the federal, state or local level.

21. The City will continue to work with Anoka County to meet the transportation needs along the
University Avenue Corridor.

s
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