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To:		City of Blaine						Copy:  	n/a
From:		105th Avenue NE Reconstruction Project Team
Date:		February 2015 						File:  	WSB No. 02907-000
Subject:	Proposed Improvements along 105th Ave NE
	TH 65 to Radisson Road (CSAH 52) 

Introduction
The 105th Avenue NE project involves the reconstruction of 105th Avenue NE from TH 65 to Radisson Road (CSAH 52).  105th Avenue NE will be reconstructed to a 10-ton urban roadway section.  The reconstruction also includes the addition of center raised medians with dedicated left turn lanes at critical intersections, as well as the addition of a bituminous trail along the entire north side and a concrete sidewalk along portions of the south side of 105th Avenue NE.  The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information regarding the safety benefits that the center raised medians provide to traffic and pedestrians.
Existing Conditions 
The current roadway is a five-lane undivided roadway from Davenport Street NE to Radisson Road.  Currently there are no dedicated pedestrian facilities along this segment of 105th Ave NE.  The existing roadway has two through lanes in each direction with a two-way center left turn lane.  This condition does not allow for refuge for pedestrians crossing 105th Ave NE from the fields on either side of the roadway.  During large events the City of Blaine utilizes their police department to direct traffic and pedestrian movements to allow safe pedestrian crossing of 105th Ave NE at the main National Sports Center entrance.
PROPOSED Conditions 
The proposed design will have two through lanes in each direction as well as a center raised median with dedicated left turn lanes at critical intersections.  In addition, the proposed design will have a bituminous trail along the north side of 105th Ave NE from Davenport Street NE to Radisson Road.  It will also have a concrete walk along the south side of the roadway from the western entrance to the City sports fields to Radisson Road.  There are also concrete walks on both sides of the roadway from Baltimore Street NE to Davenport Street NE.  The existing walk on the south side of 105th Ave NE from Baltimore Street NE to TH 65 will remain.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The addition of the raised center medians between Davenport Street NE and Radisson Road will provide refuge for pedestrians crossing 105th Ave NE at the main entrances to the National Sports Center facilities on the south and north sides of the roadway.  As seen in the attached article and case study the addition of raised center medians provides a significant safety benefit to pedestrians that are required to cross multi-lane, high speed, roadways.  In addition to increasing pedestrian safety, adding raised medians can also reduce vehicle crashes and reduce vehicle speeds.
Safety
105th Avenue NE exhibits high vehicle speeds and significant pedestrian and vehicle traffic from spring through fall.  These factors make 105th Avenue NE an ideal location for the addition of raised medians to increase pedestrian and driver safety throughout the corridor.  See the attached FHWA article and case study for information regarding the safety benefits of raised medians.  


