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CITY OF BLAINE

ANOKA COUNTY, MINNESOTA

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP

Wednesday, January 18, 2023
6:00PM
Cloverleaf Farm Room A
10801 Town Square Drive

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Sanders at 6:00PM.
ROLL CALL

PRESENT:
Mayor Tim Sanders, Councilmembers Terra Fleming, Chris Massoglia, Tom Newland, Jess Robertson, and Lori Saroya.
ABSENT:  None. 

Quorum Present.

 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager Michelle Wolfe; Community Development Director Eric Thorvig; Safety Services Director/Police Chief Brian Podany; Finance Director Joe Huss; City Engineer Dan Schluender; City Attorney Tom Loonan; Communications Manager Ben Hayle; Deputy Finance Director Ali Bong; Community Development Director Elizabeth Showalter and City Clerk Catherine Sorensen.
3.1
2022 Communications Annual Report.

Communications Manager Hayle stated at the beginning of each year staff prepares a report for the City Council detailing the City’s communication efforts from the previous year. Staff commented on the communications staff members and programs offered by the City which included social media, short form videos, City website, print publications, media relations, customer service enhancements, emergency communications, internal communications, and marketing. The benefits of the See Click Fix app was discussed that allows residents to report concerns with streets and lights for example then shared goals and objectives for 2023 and how staff would continue to market Blaine. Staff requested comment from the Council on communications related enhancements they would like to see in the coming years.
Councilmember Robertson appreciated the variety of ways staff was working to reach the public. She supported all communications being resident-centric and suggested in person events be planned for each ward throughout the year.
Councilmember Newland questioned what topic received the most engagement for 2022. Mr. Hayle reported development and TH65 received the most public engagement. 
Councilmember Newland supported the City hosting ward-specific events throughout the year to further engage the public. He suggested staff provide more proactive information to residents on the City’s snow plowing plans. He proposed the City have a suggestion box on the City’s website as well to take input and ideas from the public.
Councilmember Saroya suggested other forum options be considered besides Facebook for community engagement because not everyone used that platform. Mr. Hayle stated staff understood not all residents were on social media but reported Facebook was a good option for reaching the public on social media. He explained the City also streamed media on YouTube as well as other platforms. He commented further on the benefits of using multiple platforms to communicate with the public. 
Councilmember Massoglia thanked Mr. Hayle for his great work on behalf of the community. He stated he would like to see something written on the top of each newsletter with seasonal information. 
City Manager Wolfe commended the communications team for their efforts on behalf of the City of Blaine. 

Mayor Sanders agreed and encouraged staff to continue reaching out to the Minnesota United team and the women’s national soccer team with the National Sports Center. He commented on how important these partnerships would be to the City going forward. 

3.2
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 42, Health and Sanitation, Article II, Tobacco, Division 1 and 2 - Flavored Tobacco Restrictions.

City Clerk Sorensen stated over several workshops staff reviewed the League of Minnesota Cities’ model tobacco ordinance drafted in collaboration with the Public Health Law Center at Mitchell Hamline School of Law to ensure compliance with State Statutes. At the December 5 workshop, Council shared support for the proposed amendments, which included restricting the sale of flavored tobacco products, including menthol, to exclusive tobacco shops only. Since then, some Councilmembers expressed concern about this restriction and staff is requesting clarification prior to bringing forward the ordinance amendment for first reading. The proposed amendments work toward limiting the exposure and appeal of tobacco and flavored tobacco products to youth. While the FDA had announced their intention to ban menthol cigarettes and flavored cigars early last year, no such ban is currently in place. Staff forwarded the proposed ordinance to all current license holders late last year and received comments from G-Will Liquors as well as the Minnesota Petroleum Marketers Association expressing concerns with the proposed changes to flavored tobacco. 
Councilmember Fleming stated if the City were to ban flavored tobacco, business would be driven away from Blaine businesses. She supported adults being able to make their own decisions with what goes into their bodies. She did not support the City putting another layer of government on a legal activity. 
Councilmember Robertson explained she did not support the City of Blaine superseding federal law and recommended the City follow federal law when it comes to the sale of tobacco. 

Councilmember Newland and Mayor Sanders agreed the City should not supersede federal regulations.

Council consensus was to allow flavored tobacco/menthol for all licensed tobacco holders and not just exclusive tobacco shops.
OTHER BUSINESS
4.1
Town Square/Fire Department Planning Update
Community Development Director Thorvig provided the Council with an update on the Town Square/Fire Department planning efforts. He commented on the potential fire needs, noting the constructing of a parking garage for City vehicles was being considered as part of the future Town Square/fire station development. He reported the fire station could be located on the north end of City Hall and would take approximately one acre of land. He explained this would preserve 5+ acres of land along Town Square Drive for future development. The next steps for this project would be to understand the soil conditions for the site.
Safety Services Director/Police Chief Podany commented on how important access to and from the City Hall property was for emergency personnel. He discussed the benefits of putting the fire station on the north end of City hall. He indicated there was a need for additional heated indoor parking on the City Hall site, especially for the police department. 
Ms. Wolfe clarified the enclosed parking garage would be used for City vehicles and not employee vehicles.

Councilmember Newland discussed how the indoor parking would greatly benefit the police department vehicles considering the amount of electronic equipment that is stored within each squad car. He stated he believed it made sense to add onto City Hall for the fire station and noted this addition would also assist the SBM Fire Department in moving to the duty crew model. 

Councilmember Robertson thanked staff for all their efforts for creating a subcommittee and presenting information to the Council on this topic. 

Councilmember Fleming questioned what the timeline was for this project. Police Chief Podany noted this would be driven by SBM’s move to duty crews. He anticipated work on the fire station would not begin until 2024 or 2025. Mr. Thorvig reported the City had a piece of land adjacent to City Hall that would be sold for $2.5 million and these funds would be used to assist with covering the expense of the fire station.

Mayor Sanders asked if the proposed fire station would meet the full build out needs of Blaine. Police Chief Podany reported this was the case. 
Ms. Wolfe commented on the upcoming 2023 local government officials meeting and requested potential meeting topic ideas. She requested the Council respond back to her with ideas. 
The Council discussed who would be attending the LMC’s Day on the Hill, which would be held on Thursday, March 9.
The Workshop was adjourned at 7:15PM.








Tim Sanders, Mayor

ATTEST:

Catherine Sorensen, CMC, City Clerk
Submitted by Minute Maker Secretarial 
